
Increase in Health 
Care Costs, Impact Here
Page 3

Hornets Homecoming!
Page 14

Passport 
To Drumming, 
Forest Bathing, 

More at 
Wolf Trap

Page 12

The Fairfax Drum Circle was 
a popular spot for all ages to 
make music during the Global 
Passport Adventure at Wolf 
Trap National Park for the 
Performing Arts on Oct. 5
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Falling Far 
Short on 
Affordable 
Housing
Page 3

Sweet 
and 
Timely
Page 6

Chantilly High’s Caroline Musci is featured 
as Clara in the Nutcracker. She’ll perform 
with professional dancers from the New 
York City Ballet at Fairfax High School.
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Take the lead on your retirement at Vinson Hall

Life expands when you choose Vinson Hall Retirement Community. Our residents 
are active thinkers, doers, explorers and creators who value staying socially engaged. 
Whether it’s dinner and dancing, an afternoon painting class or an evening 
performance at The Kennedy Center, you’ll always have choices to live life well.
 
At our Life Plan Community — where government or military association is no 
longer required — you’ll feel confıdent knowing you have a secure plan for your 
future. Get to know this one-of-a-kind community designed for your one-of-a-kind 
life. Call 703-935-5209 or visit vinsonhall.org today to get started!
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By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

I
n an unusual setting for a na-
tional policy discussion, the 
Elden Street Tea Shop, located 
in Lake Anne in Reston, U.S. 

Rep. James Walkinshaw (D) led 
a roundtable discussion with six 
community members, among them 
a student, the tea shop owner, an 
attorney and parent with a young 
son, and a non-profit advocate. 
The purpose of the roundtable 
held on Oct. 8 was to address the 
human cost of the looming health-
care crisis along with the ongoing 
federal government shutdown. 
The expiration of the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA) premium tax cred-
its is a critical sticking point in the 
current budget deadlock, threat-
ening the financial stability and 
health coverage of thousands.

The looming crisis will impact 
millions nationwide and signifi-
cantly raise costs for older Amer-
icans. If the enhanced premium 
tax credits expire, an estimated 3.8 
million to 4.8 million people na-
tionwide are projected to become 
uninsured in the following year 
(2026), according to various analy-
ses from the Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO) and the Urban Insti-
tute. Republicans have refused to 
extend the tax credits. Republicans 
control the House of Representa-
tives, U.S. Senate and the White 
House. The expiration would affect 
nearly all of the approximately 20 
million people who enroll in ACA 
Marketplace-subsidized coverage. 
The largest relative premium in-
creases are projected to hit old-
er people who are just above the 
400% of the federal poverty level 
income cap, according to the Kai-
ser Family Foundation, a nonprofit 
focused on national health issues.

The conversation quickly 
brought the crisis into sharp focus 
through personal stories from peo-
ple just trying to make ends meet.

As Lane Waldron, a part-time 
GMU college student and tea 
blender, explained: “So, I don’t 
make a ton of money,” she said. “I 
do get my health care through the 
Affordable Care Act. So if that were 
removed or changed, it would im-
pact me directly.”

Rachel Rozner, the tea shop’s 
owner, provided a stark example 
of the immediate consequences, 
illustrating the impossible choice 
already facing her staff:

“One of my employees was just 
talking about this with me over 
the phone, where she’s consider-
ing dropping her insurance be-
cause the price is going to go up 
exponentially, and it’s not going 
to be affordable for her. It’s actu-
ally cheaper for her to just pay out 
of pocket when needed. But then 
again, she doesn’t have insurance 
when she needs it.”

Walkinshaw warned that if Con-
gress does not act, 19,000 people 
in Virginia’s 11th District will face 
significantly higher healthcare 
costs, averaging a $1,200 annual 
increase per family. He stressed the 
gravity of the situation:

“[They] will see their health 
care costs go up when those tax 
credits expire ... Talking about a 
lot of folks, an extra $100 to $200 
a month. It’s pretty significant... So 
it is a big, big, big deal.”

The policy deadlock has turned 
the healthcare crisis into Walkin-
shaw’s fight in Washington. The 
congressman directly linked the 

healthcare crisis to the partisan 
failure on Capitol Hill. The failure 
to extend the tax credit, along with 
cuts to Medicaid, make health care 
a critical sticking point in the on-
going government shutdown. 

Walkinshaw said that Republi-
cans are “completely unwilling to 
discuss the things that Democrats 
are fighting for.” He asserted that 
Republican colleagues are “so set 
on taking health care from the peo-
ple that [they] are willing to shut 
down the government over [it].”

A lack of affordable coverage is 
creating widespread financial anxi-
ety and fear of surprise bills among 
participants. The participants em-
phasized how a lack of affordable 
coverage creates intense financial 
and health anxiety. Triston Chase 
O’Savio, an attorney and parent 
with a young son, articulated the 
common fear of unexpected ill-
ness. “It is a little bit anxiety pro-
voking to be in a situation where 
you get sick, or your kid gets sick, 
and then you have to go to the hos-
pital, and it might be a smackdown 
decision that you’re going to have 
to make right then and there.”

Walkinshaw noted that the ACA 
also plays a vital role in supporting 

Local Cost of the Deadlock
Healthcare 
Crisis and 
the Federal 
Shutdown.

small businesses, giving entrepre-
neurs the flexibility to take the leap 
without fear of losing coverage.

The discussion highlighted 
the disproportionate impact on 
women and the role of advocacy 
groups. Lauren Bealore of Main 
Street Alliance raised the critical 
issue of how rising premiums and 
Medicaid cuts would affect essen-
tial health services. “Prenatal care, 
or, you know, any type of health 
services that typically are held in a 
higher percentage rate for women 
rather than men that are also small 
business owners.”

Katie Baker, the State Director 
of Protect Our Care — a national 
advocacy organization whose mis-
sion is to strengthen and protect 
healthcare — was present, un-
derlining the support from groups 
actively fighting to reverse the leg-
islative threat to health coverage.

Walkinshaw strongly agreed 
that reversing the Medicaid cuts 
and extending the ACA credits 
is “absolutely critical” to women 
across the district.

Melissa Leatherman also ex-
pressed concern for her adult 
daughter, who is worried about 
losing her Medicaid eligibility.

Walkinshaw said that people in 
the 11th district “are increasingly 
recognizing that the cumulative 
chaos of the last nine months of 
the Trump administration is add-
ing up economically,” and that he 
“usually talks about it in terms of 
real dollars.” His political assertion 
is that “the tariffs are going to cost 
the average family here in Virginia 
$1,200 a year. I describe the av-
erage increase in ACA premiums 
if we don’t act to extend the tax 

credits. Coincidentally, $1,200 ad-
ditional each year the provisions in 
the so-called Big, beautiful bill that 
disinvest renewable energy, clean 
energy projects will cost the aver-
age family in Virginia $400 a year. 
So that’s 1200 plus 1200 plus 400. 
That’s almost $3,000 a year direct-
ly tied to the policies that have 
been coming out of Washington.”

In conclusion, Walkinshaw 
closed the roundtable by affirming 
the urgency of the crisis. Walkin-
shaw committed to carrying their 
stories and concerns directly into 
the legislative fight over the gov-
ernment shutdown and the expi-
ration of the ACA premium tax 
credits. The closing remarks under-
scored his determination to use his 
constituents’ personal accounts to 
push for a bipartisan solution that 
protects affordable healthcare.

Rachel Rozner makes sure U.S. Rep. James Walkinshaw (D) has his 
cup of tea  before the roundtable discussion begins at the  Elden 
Street Tea Shop, Lake Anne,  Reston on Oct. 8. 

At the round table discussion with U.S. Rep. James Walkinshaw (D), 
at the Elden Street Tea Shop, Lake Anne Reston, on Oct.8: from left, 
Melissa Leatherman, Katie Baker, Lauren Bealore, Triston Chase 
O’Savio and Lane Waldron.

U.S. Rep. James Walkinshaw 
(D) discusses the impact of the 
federal shutdown and looming 
healthcare crisis, exacerbated 
by the ongoing federal govern-
ment shutdown. 
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Entertainment
HALLOWEEKEND THRILLS 
AWAIT IN FAIRFAX PARKS!
Step into a Halloween season packed with 

thrills, treats and traditions across Fair-
fax County parks. Ghostly golf, costumed 
parades, harvest festivals and family-friendly 
haunts fill the calendar with festive fun. 
Create memories with loved ones, explore 
new adventures and celebrate the magic of 
fall at Fairfax County Park Authority events 
designed for every ghost, ghoul and goblin.

Goblin Golf
Burke Lake Park, Oct. 18-19, Choose times be-

tween 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Grab your Halloween costume (not required) 

and join us at Burke Lake Park for Hallow-
een-themed mini golf, treats and family fun! 
Cost is $10 per person. 

Farm Harvest Festival – Big Trucks, Carnival 
Rides and Fall Fun!

Frying Pan Farm Park, Oct. 17-19
Join us at Frying Pan Farm Park for the Farm 

Harvest Festival, featuring Big Truck Night, 
carnival rides, games and tasty fair food. 
Enjoy unlimited ride specials on Friday night 
or Sunday for $25, or grab individual tickets 
on Saturday for even more fall fun. Parking 
is just $10 per day, so bring the family and 
celebrate the season with us. Learn more.

Sensory-Friendly Family Trick-or-Treat
Clemjyjontri Park, Oct. 19, 1-6 p.m.
Celebrate Halloween in a calm, inclusive, senso-

ry-friendly way at Clemjyjontri Park. Enjoy a 
variety of fun and accessible activities, includ-
ing the carousel, train, arts and crafts, sensory 
tent and themed treat stations throughout the 
playground, all with reduced noise and sen-
sory support. Costumes are welcome but not 
required. Tickets cost $20 per person. Secure 
your ticket to the all-inclusive fun.

Halloween on the Farm 
Frying Pan Farm Park, Oct. 25, 5-7 p.m. or Oct. 

26, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Trick-or-treat at Halloween on the Farm. Enjoy 

trick-or-treating on the farm, visit with farm 
animals, make spooky crafts, play Halloween 
games and take a tour of the decorated farm-
house. Cost is $12 per person. Register today.

Haunted Mini Golf
Oakmont Rec Center, Oct. 24-25, 4-9 p.m.
All werewolves, vampires and goblins (and their 

families) are invited for a fun night of mini 
golf. Trick-or-treat and win various goodies at 
Oakmont Mini Golf. Enjoy food trucks, face 
painting, popcorn and games. Come dressed 
in your best costume! Cost is $12 in advance 
and $15 at the door. Register today.

Ghost Town
Burke Lake Park; Oct. 25-26, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Get ready for a full day of fun at Burke Lake 

Park’s Ghost Town. Enjoy themed activities, a 
train ride, carousel, crafts, mini golf and tons 
of treats — no scares, just treats. Join the fun 
and make it a Halloween to remember. Cost 
is $20 in advance and $25 at the door. Ticket 
pickup for registrants, 3 p.m. Register today.

Halloween Bash
South Run Rec Center, Oct. 25, beginning at 3:30 

p.m.
Hustle down to the South Run Rec Center to join 

in some Halloween fitness fun featuring the 
Monster Mash 5K Dash, Halloween Fun Run 
1-Mile and Spooktacular Tiny Tot Trot. Come 
in your best costume to enjoy the spooktac-
ular atmosphere with your community. Cost 
is $25 for the 5K and $15 for other runs. 
Register today.

Family Skate Night - Halloween Costume Skate 
and Dance Night

Franconia Rec Center, Oct. 25, 5-10 p.m.
Ghouls and goblins beware — Halloween Family 

Skate and Dance Night is coming to Franco-
nia Rec Center. Gather your favorite spooky 
crew and head out for this thrilling fami-
ly-friendly event with tunes sure to bring you 
back from the dead. Cost is $10 per person. 
Register today.

NATURE HIKE WITH A RANGER
Along the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway. Join a ranger on nature hikes:
Oct. 21 at 9 a.m. at Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve
All hikes will be 1.2 to 2 hours of slow, moder-

ate hiking. Turkey Run hike will have steep 
stairs both ways. Join NPS Natural Resources 

Program Manager Brent Steury for a hike. 
Brent has worked as a scientist in this area for 
over 20 years.

OCT. 10 – NOV. 1, 2025
Workhouse Haunt Returns. At Workhouse 

Arts Center, Lorton. Haunt Nights: Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday evenings. This year’s 
event, Apokalypse: Kingdom of Shadows, 
promises even darker thrills, more immer-
sive storylines, and terrifyingly interactive 
experiences designed to challenge even the 
bravest thrill seekers. Guests travel in small 
groups for frightening experiences that 
bring them through the abandoned, historic 
buildings and into the dark woods where 
they will encounter terrifying characters and 
sights unfit for the faint of heart. Visit www.
workhousearts.org.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 15
Journey Within: Self-Discovery Book Club 

(Virtual). 6:00pm-7:30pm. At Reston 
Regional Library, Reston. A literary discussion 
that focuses on a character’s personal growth 
and how it relates to our own. Led by life 
coach Shabnam Curtis.

At September’s meeting we will discuss the novel 
Gilead by Marilynne Robinson.

Website: Journey Within: Self-Discovery Book 
Club - Fairfax Library Calendar - Library 
Home

OCT. 16-19
Chantilly High School Presents “Disney’s 

Newsies.” Set in turn-of-the-century New 

York City, Newsies tells the story of Jack 
Kelly, a charismatic newsboy who dreams of a 
better life beyond the streets. When powerful 
publishing giants raise distribution prices at 
the expense of the young newsies, Jack and 
his friends band together to fight back. With 
grit, determination, and the power of com-
munity, they take on the big guys to demand 
fairness and justice. Performance Dates:

October 16, 17, and 18 at 7:00 p.m.
October 19 at 2:00 p.m. 
Tickets are available online at chantillydrama.

org.

SPRINGFIELD TOWN CENTER EVENTS
Springfield Town Center is bringing the commu-

nity together this October with two events 
that blend family fun and local culture.

On Thursday, Oct. 16, the ArtsFairfax Art Show 
opens. As part of the artoberVA celebration, 
this new exhibition highlights Northern 
Virginia artists and will include remarks from 
Fairfax County District Supervisor Rodney 
Lusk.

On Saturday, October 18, the center will host its 
Fall Fest—an outdoor, family-friendly celebra-
tion featuring dozens of exhibitors, live mu-
sic, a DJ, and seasonal activities. Families are 
even encouraged to come in costume, making 
for great visuals and community coverage.

OCT. 16 TO NOV. 2
1st Stage Presents “Fair Play.” At 1524 Spring 

Hill Road, Tysons Corner. The clocks are set. 
The line is drawn. Ann and Sophie have a 
chance to be champions. As their relation-

ships, their bodies and their very identities 
are pulled into public scrutiny, does being 
exceptional come at too high a price? A grip-
ping exploration of the underside of women’s 
athletics, Fair Play is the new work from Ella 
Road (The Phlebotomist). Show times as fol-
lows: Thursdays at 7:30 pm, Fridays at 7:30 
pm, Saturdays at 2 pm and 7:30 pm, and 
Sundays at 2pm. Visit the website www.1st-
stage.org or by calling the 1st Stage box office 
at 703-854-1856. 

 
THURSDAY/OCT. 16
“Theater of War.” 1 p.m. At McLean Commu-

nity Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. A 
behind-the-scenes look at The Public The-
ater’s production of Bertolt Brecht’s “Mother 
Courage” starring Meryl Streep and Kevin 
Kline. Recommended for audiences over 13 
years old. 

THURSDAY/OCT. 16
The Sandwich Squeeze: Prioritizing Well-Be-

ing While Caring for All. 7-8:30 p.m. At 
McLean Community Center, 1234 Ingleside 
Ave., McLean. Being part of the sandwich 
generation means you’re often stretched thin, 
juggling the needs of your children and your 
aging parents. This can lead to overwhelming 
stress, guilt and exhaustion. Join our guided 
parent discussion, led by licensed mental 
health professionals, to explore effective strat-
egies for managing these multifaceted respon-
sibilities while safeguarding your own mental 
and emotional well-being.

FRIDAY/OCT. 17
The MCC Wayback Machine. 7 p.m. At McLean 

Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., 
McLean. McLean historian and former MCC 
Board member Carole Herrick will present 
a history talk highlighting the community 
efforts that brought about the creation of the 
center and its early history.

OCT. 17 TO NOV. 2
“Under a Cowboy Moon.” At Vienna Commu-

nity Center, 120 Cherry Street, SE, Vienna. 
Set in the dusty town of Spitwhistle, Texas, 
“Under a Cowboy Moon” tells the story of 
locals who host a cowboy poetry contest to 
revive their struggling community. When a 
PBS crew arrives to film the event and raises 
the prize to $5,000, the competition heats 
up. Cowboys and dreamers, young and old, 
(even a disguised English professor) step 
into the spotlight in this witty showdown 
celebrating the American West. The Vienna 
Theatre Company’s performances of “Under a 
Cowboy Moon” are at 8 p.m. on Fridays and 
Saturdays: Oct. 17-18, Oct. 24-25 and Oct. 31 
and Nov. 1. Matinee performances begin at 2 
p.m. on Sundays, Oct. 26 and Nov. 2. Tickets 
are $16 each and may be purchased online at 
www.viennava.gov/webtrac or in person at 
Vienna Community Center.

FRIDAY/OCT. 17
50th Anniversary Celebration: The MCC Way-

back Machine. 7 p.m. At McLean Commu-
nity Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. 
McLean historian and former MCC Board 

The Sterling Playmakers present “Our Town” on Oct. 17-19 and Oct. 24-26 in Sterling.

The Workhouse Haunt Returns Oct. 10 thru Nov. 1, 2025 at Workhouse Arts Center in 
Lorton.

The 22nd annual Great Falls Studios Art 
Tour runs Oct. 18-19, 2025 in Great Falls.
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Discover vibrant living with modern 
spaces, exceptional care, seasonal 
cuisine, and meaningful connections at 
Sunrise of McLean Village.

©2025 Sunrise Senior Living

703-245-9270
SunriseMcLeanVillage.com

This Is How 
Senior Living 
Should Be.

TOUR
TODAY

P
FC Kyoung Pak is the Sul-
ly District Police Station’s 
Officer of the Quarter for 
July through September. 

He was honored at the Oct. 8 
meeting of the station’s Citizens 
Advisory Committee (CAC). 

Sgt. Stewart Struthers, super-
visor of the station’s Midnights A 
Squad, wrote the letter nominat-
ing Pak for this award. In it, he 
explained why Pak was worthy of 
receiving this honor.

“On Sept. 5, officers from the 
Sully District Station responded 
to a report of a domestic assault 
involving a young child,” wrote 
Struthers. “The complainant ad-
vised that the offender had struck 
the child multiple times with a 
belt, resulting in visible injuries, 
including a bloody nose. Prior to 
officers’ arrival, the offender and 

the child had left the scene. 
“PFC Pak assumed the role of 

lead investigator and, upon the 
offender’s return, quickly and ef-
fectively placed the suspect under 
arrest. Through a thorough and 
professional interview, Pak ob-
tained a full confession. He sub-
sequently secured warrants for 
domestic assault and felony child 
abuse, and the suspect was held 
without bond. Pak’s diligence and 
determination in this investiga-
tion not only held the offender 
accountable but also ensured the 
safety and protection of the child 
victim.”

In addition to this case, wrote 
Struthers, “Pak has demonstrated 
consistent excellence through-
out the quarter. His enforcement 
efforts include five DUI arrests, 
seven felony arrests, and 29 mis-
demeanor arrests. He approaches 
each assignment with profession-
alism and a positive attitude, earn-
ing the respect of his peers and su-
pervisors alike.

“PFC Kyoung Pak’s commitment 
to duty, investigative skill and un-
wavering dedication to community 
safety exemplify the highest stan-

dards of the Fairfax County Police 
Department. For these reasons, he 

PFC Kyoung Pak Is Sully’s Officer of the Quarter
Honored for 
his dedication 
to community 
safety.

Photo Courtesy of MPO Scott Richards
From left are Capt. Aaron Spooner, assistant station commander; CAC Chair Karen Bilak and PFC Kyo-
ung Pak.

is most deserving of recognition as 
the Sully District Station’s Officer 

of the Quarter.”
 –Bonnie Hobbs
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E
ach of Fairfax County’s 39 
fire stations held an Open 
House on Oct. 11 to show-
case their apparatus, in-

troduce their personnel to local 
families, and highlight important 
fire safety and health measures. 
The Great Falls Volunteer Fire De-
partment was awarded Best Open 
House in the 1st Battalion for the 
second year in a row. 

This year’s national fire preven-
tion week theme was “Charge into 
Fire Safety: Lithium-Ion Batteries 
in Your Home.” During the award 
presentation, Battalion Chief Ben 
Jenkins highlighted the station’s 
activities for adults and children, 
and discussed potential dangers of 
lithium-ion batteries.

Sparky the Fire Dog posed for 
countless photos while passing out 
treats from an old-fashioned fire 
bucket. Kids had fun navigating an 
obstacle course designed to simu-
late elements of a real firefighter 
agility test. The course featured 
activities such as pulling a fire 
hose, dragging a teddy bear “res-
cue dummy,” and using a wooden 
force machine — known to fire-
fighters as “The Keiser.” A fun stop, 
drop, and roll mat activity demon-
strated to kids how to “extinguish” 
their body flames, and they were 
also able to hold and spray a real 
fire hose to “knock out” the fire in 
a display house. Quiet activities in-
cluded an area with board books, 
fire and rescue toys, coloring and 

GFVFD Awarded Best 
Open House in 1st Battalion

stickers.
There were free blood pressure 

screenings; volunteer EMTs provid-
ed instruction on hands-only CPR, 
which is the new American Heart 
Association “CPR for bystanders.” 
Adults and children enjoyed touring 
the ambulance and fire truck.

Volunteer EMTs and Open House 
co-chairs Leslie Smith and Sophia 

Wood said the goals of the event 
were to welcome neighbors into 
their hometown fire station and 
provide important safety and emer-
gency medical information in a 
non-intimidating way. They hope 
residents will feel free to reach out 
to the department if they have ques-
tions or want more information on 
ways to keep their families safe.
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You 
shots

At Falcon’s Landing, we aim to deliver a winning combo 

of exceptional excellence every day. From the exceptional 

dining, impeccable services and top-notch amenities, here, 

everyone’s a winner. And now that we have expanded 

eligibility to all, more people than ever have a winning shot at 

making our award-winning retirement lifestyle their own. This 

is your break, so rack ‘em up!

Award-winning 
senior living — now 

available to more 
people than ever.

Contact us today to learn more about new eligibility options and to schedule a tour:
703-440-7689   |   FALCONSLANDING.ORG  |   POTOMAC FALLS, VA
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See 33rd Annual, Page 20

By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

G
et ready for fun at the 
33rd annual Centrev-
ille Day, this Saturday, 
Oct. 18, from 10 a.m.-4 

p.m., in Historic Centreville Park. 
The free event is at 5714 Mount 
Gilead Road (off Braddock Road, 
across Route 29 from the IHOP) 
and offers a day of outdoor activ-
ities for the entire family.

“I’m thrilled to see so many new 
activities and people involved in 
this year’s celebration,” said event 
coordinator, Carol Robinson. “And 
there’s so much to do. We have a 
fresh History Trail Hunt, new ac-
tivities at Mount Gilead, Corvette 
classic cars, plus construction 
equipment for children to explore 
in the Safety Expo.” 

The festivities also include a pa-
rade, ghost tour, trick-or-treat trail, 
crafters and other vendors, live 
entertainment, tasty food, safety 
expo, pet pageant and children’s 
activities galore. Throughout the 
day, Master of Ceremonies Sandy 
Kwon will host a variety of perfor-
mances onstage, including singers, 
dancers and martial artists. 

During the 10 a.m. opening cer-
emony, Supervisor Kathy Smith 
(D-Sully) will present Centreville 
Day’s Citizens of the Year Awards. 
This year’s recipients are John Boy-
lan, Paul Woods, Megan Hawkins, 
the Crabtree Family Foundation 
and, posthumously, former U.S. 
Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11th).

The parade, organized by Amer-
ican Legion Post 1995, will begin 
at 11 a.m. Participating will be 
various Scout groups and dancers, 
McGruff the Crime Dog and fire, 
police and sheriff’s personnel. It’ll 
kick off with a cheer from the SYA 
cheerleaders and will be led by 
Madison Whitbeck, Miss Virginia 
2025.

Participants will travel from 
Wharton Lane, passing the stage 
shortly before noon and continue 
along Mt. Gilead Road to Braddock 
Road. Individuals and families are 
welcome to decorate a bike or 
scooter and join the fun – and Hal-
loween costumes are encouraged. 

The parade will finish with the 
Walk to End Hunger, organized 
by Western Fairfax Christian Min-
istries (WFCM). Participants will 
wear special orange T-shirts, and 
their goal is to raise funds to com-

bat food insecurity in the local 
area. 

Robinson is also active in the Ro-
tary Club of Centreville & Chantil-
ly, which organizes Pets in the Park 
for Centreville Day. So she’s es-
pecially happy that the event will 
have a new Pet Village, thanks to 
the efforts of planning committee 
member Julia Grosz.

It’ll be near the children’s rides, 
and sponsoring it is Veterinary 
Emergency Group, a new veteri-
nary clinic in Centreville. The Pet 
Village will offer discounted nail 
trimmings for pets, pet-friendly 
swag and tasty treats. Visit the vil-
lage to meet adoptable dogs, dis-
cover fostering opportunities and 
learn more about therapy pets. 
The village also has its own resi-
dent artist; painting the scene will 
be Rebekah Keener of BekArt.

Other Pets in the Park activities 
that day will include the 12:30 
p.m. blessing of the pets by the 
Rev. Kevin Laskowski of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church. Then at 12:45 
p.m., pets will participate onstage 
in the Rotary Club pet pageant. 
Attendees are welcome to share 
their pets’ tricks or Halloween cos-
tumes and win prizes ranging from 
healthy treats to an aquarium from 
Centreville Aquarium.

Children will have a whole slew 
of fun things to do in the children’s 
area. They may play games, walk 
across a monkey bridge, go down 
slides, climb up a wall and follow 
the Trick-or-Treat Trail for goodies 
in the marketplace. 

And in the Eco Expo, they can 
paint rocks, courtesy of Luck Stone 
– which is bringing 10 buckets 
of rocks from its nearby quarry. 
They’ll also learn a creative way to 
reuse glass bottles by transforming 
them into lights. And they’ll enjoy 
the Wonder Wagon, Fairfax Coun-
ty Park Authority’s mobile nature 
center, as well as Tagg Timm and 
TT’s Bees.

In addition, the Safety Expo will 
include K9-officer Bubbles, the po-
lice seat belt convincer, Centreville 
Fire Station 17’s canteen truck and 
child-identification kits offered by 
the Fairfax County Sheriff’s Office. 
New this year will be Shirley Con-
tracting Co.’s equipment display, 
including a skid steer vehicle used 
for many different tasks. Shirley 
will also have information about 
job opportunities. 

Encircling the vendor market-
place will be the food court fea-
turing Taste of Asia, A Southern 
Fish Fry, Two Smooth Dudes, Pop’s 
Praiseworthy Popcorn, Fowler’s 
Rotisserie Chicken, One More Bite, 
Moe’s Fried Chicken and Kona Ice. 
For a complete list of vendors, see 
the Centreville Day program at 

Entertainment Schedule 
9:45-10 a.m.	 Harmony Road Music & Art 
10-10:40 a.m.	 Harmony Road Music & Art and the 
	 Mount Olive Baptist Church Choir 
10:40 a.m.-noon and 
11:30-12:30 p.m.	 Mixed Greens
12:45-1:15 p.m.	 Pet Pageant
1:20-1:40 p.m.	 Harang Sori Korean Folk Dance Group
1:45-2:15 p.m.	 Cardinal Cloggers
2:15-2:30 p.m.	 Korean Central Presbyterian Church martial arts
	 demonstration (on the Mt. Gilead Road curve)
2:30-4 p.m.	 RearVue band.

Parade, Children’s Activities, Pet Pageant and Awards
33rd annual 
Centreville Day 
is Saturday, 
Oct. 18. 

Courtesy of Cheryl Repetti
Map of the 2025 Centreville Day activities.

www.CentrevilleDay.org.
The colorful History Train starts 

at Mount Gilead and stops at Brad-
dock Road, where attendees may 
see cool, classic Corvettes from the 
Northern Virginia Corvette Club. 
And to commemorate the 250th 
anniversary of the American Rev-
olution, there’ll be a History Trail 
Hunt through the Centreville His-
toric District. 

Pick up a trail brochure at the 
Centreville Chiropractic Center 
booth, DAR booth or the Centre-

Ken and Jolie Nimmannit, son Tyler and daughter 
Jayden wearing their Halloween costumes at last 
year’s Centreville Day.

Police Det. Melanie Todd, of the Explosive Ord-
nance Disposal Unit, displays an explosive-detect-
ing robot at last year’s event.
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Sunrise of Vienna offers modern 

living spaces, exceptional care, 

and a vibrant atmosphere with 

diverse programs, seasonal 

cuisine, and opportunities for 

meaningful connections.

©2025 Sunrise Senior Living

You’re invited to tour our 
community and discover 
an elevated senior living 
experience.

Schedule a tour today by calling 703-272-6397 
or visiting SunriseVienna.com

DISCOVER THE BEST IN SENIOR CARE AT SUNRISE OF VIENNA
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Obituary

See Bill Schmidt, Page 11

IN GREAT FALLS

731-C WALKER RD.· GREAT FALLS, VA
State Farm Insurance Companies
 Home Office Bloomington, Illinois

AUTO• HOME  • LIFE
FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Like A Good Neighbor, State Farm Is There.®

www.gstephendulaney.com

Open Saturdays
Complementary Insurance and Financial Review

Proud Supporter of Military Appreciation Mondays

Visit

State Farm Insurance

By Lauren Kirby
Special to The Connection

Friends and family gathered Oct. 4 at 
Centreville’s Fire Station 17 for a me-
morial service in honor of Centreville 

Volunteer Fire Department long-time mem-
ber and former chief, Bill Schmidt. He died 
Sept. 24, at age 86, following a stroke.

He and his wife Joan were married 64 
years and lived in Centreville for more than 
half a century. Besides his wife, he’s survived 
by their children, Victoria Marie Schmidt 
Loucks and Jonathan Scott Schmidt (wife 
Barbara), numerous grandchildren and oth-
er relatives. 

Bill earned both a Bachelor of Science 
and a master’s degree in physics from The 
George Washington University. And until re-
tiring, he was a physicist at the United States 
Naval Research Laboratory. His work there 
resulted in the invention of the silicon chip 
used in television and video cameras and al-
lowing smartphones to include cameras that 

take instant, re-transmittable photographs 
and videos. 

Locally, he was the founding Cubmaster 
for Cub Scout Pack 1862 and coached sev-
eral SYA girls’ soccer and boys’ T-Ball teams. 
He was active in state and local Republi-
can politics and in organizations including 
the National Association of Retired Federal 

Community Mourns Former 
Fire Chief Bill Schmidt
Honored for his 
accomplishments 
and ‘life well-lived.’

Photo Courtesy of Lauren Kirby
Bill Schmidt
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From Page 10

Obituary

ARE YOU SUFFERING FROM NUMBNESS, 
TINGLING, PAIN IN THE HANDS OR FEET?
DO YOU HAVE BALANCE ISSUES?
RELIEF WITHOUT SURGERY!

Advanced Therapies to Treat 
Neuropathy Effectively

4 Reduce pain, common numbness & tingling
4 Improve balance & mobility
4 Non-surgical & drug-free solutions

“We help patients regain their 
independence and enjoy life again.”

SPECIAL OFFER FOR 
ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE 

PACKET AND CONNECTION 
NEWSPAPER READERS

Dr. Sarah Cassou D.C.
50 S Pickett St #114, Alexandria, VA 22304
888-483-9084

(Limited spots each week - call now)

$95 Consultation 
& Evaluation

I N TE G R A T E D   M E D I C I N E
VIRGINIA FAMILY

Community Mourns Former Fire Chief Bill Schmidt
Employees, Electrochemical Soci-
ety, Centreville Area Study Group, 
London Towne Homeowners Assn., 
and Centreville Civic Assn.

A keystone in Bill’s life began in 
1971 when he joined the CVFD. A 
Station 17 member for 54 years, he 
served as a firefighter, EMT, rescue 
captain, chief, president, chairman 
of the board of directors, treasurer 
and even bingo caller. 

He was instrumental in planning 
and completing the station’s reno-
vated firehouse on Old Centreville 
Road and monopole/cell tower on 
the property that improved cell 
service in the area and provided 
income for the fire department. 

Bill also served many years as 
president of the Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue Assn. and chairman of 
the Fairfax County Volunteer Fire 
Commission. He more than earned 
the title of life member.

He was engaged and dedicat-
ed, sharing his deep knowledge 
and wisdom that will be greatly 
missed. In his eulogy, former CVFD 
Fire Chief Pete Kirby said he and 
Bill “made a great team because 
I was smart enough to listen and 
learn from him. Bill helped me see 
myself in roles I had never thought 

about.” 
Kirby said Bill’s perspective was 

that “we could accomplish any-
thing we wanted if we understood 
the people, added value in the 
community and made things bet-
ter. He was smart, had perspective, 
and knew the politics and optics 
for everything we were doing and 
could do. Clearly, if there was a 
need or problem, Bill rolled up his 
sleeves and got to work. The fami-
ly, CVFD, the surrounding commu-
nity have lost a great man; but just 
look around and you’ll see Bill’s 
handiwork.”

Patti Blankenship, former CVFD 
president and current director, de-
scribed Bill as “steady, devoted, 
forward-thinking and honorable. 
He was a man of integrity and a 
true public servant who had a life 
well-lived.”

His overall accomplishments 
showcased the breadth of Bill’s 
professional intellect, public ser-
vice, community focus and gener-
osity. And in 1998, he was honored 
by former Supervisor Michael R. 
Frey (R-Sully), who named him 
Sully District’s Lord Fairfax. 

In Bill’s spare time, he was a 
skilled craftsman and woodworker, 
enjoying wood turning, furniture 

restoration and bottom-up resto-
ration of a vintage Model A Ford. 
While he was unable to complete 
the restoration in his lifetime, lo-
cal students are now continuing 
his work on it.

To close his memorial service, 
CVFD Past President Lauren Kir-
by (Pete Kirby’s wife), simulat-
ed an honored fire department 
tradition with the poignant and 

solemn ringing of a brass bell in 
a 5-5-5 sequence. The tradition 
dates back to the 1800s when a 
firefighter died in the line of duty. 
The Fire Alarm Office (forerunner 
of today’s automated Emergency 
Communications Centers) tapped 
out a special 5-5-5 signal over the 
telegraph fire-alarm circuits. This 
alerted all station houses that they 
would be returning to quarters one 

man short. 
Describing Bill as “one of the 

nation’s finest,” she said he was 
a “cherished husband, father and 
Centreville resident.” 

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests donations be made in his 
name to the American Heart Asso-
ciation or the Centreville Volunteer 
Fire Department, 5856 Old Centre-
ville Road, Centreville, VA 20121.

Bill Schmidt’s wife Joan is flanked by their daughter Vickie and son 
Jon.

Schmidt’s family behind the bell rung for the 5-5-5 alarm tribute 
and his past fire chief’s cap.
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Children Connect to Nature at Wolf Trap Event
Friends of Wolf Trap event stays alive during national park closure.

Eight year old Teddy Apfelbaum, of Falls 
Church takes a spin to learn about how wildlife 
uses native plants at the Plant NOVA Natives 
table staffed by Dr. Maryam Dadkhah during 
the Global Passport Adventure at Wolf Trap 
National Park for the Performing Arts on Oct. 5

Author and entertainer Mary Ann Redmond 
of Great Falls with her recently published 
children’s book during the Global Passport 
Adventure at Wolf Trap on Oct. 5

Author Mary Ann Redmond of Great Falls reads her book, ”Boopable,” during 
the Global Passport Adventure at Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing 
Arts on Oct. 5

Forest Bathing guide Joseph Sage 
Raindancer

A rapt audience hears Raindancer explain how to connect to nature by person-
alizing sticks with twine and feathers

The Fairfax Drum Circle was a popular spot 
for all ages to make music

See Children Connect, Page 13

By Susan Laume
The Connection

I
n an event that nearly didn’t 
happen, the Friends of Wolf 
Trap, a volunteer organiza-
tion, recently invited area chil-

dren on a two-hour trip around 
the world for a “Global Passport 
Adventure.” The hands-on explo-
ration at Wolf Trap included world 
crafts, cultural activities, nature 
walks, music, stories, art and a 
chance to explore, create and cel-
ebrate world cultures and nature.

The only national park for the 
performing arts, Wolf Trap, faces 
the same government closure lim-
itations on staffing and services as 
national parks nationwide. After 
the shutdown, organizers scram-
bled to cover assistance that would 

Isata and Alpha Sankoh, originally from 
Sierra Leone where they learned to play 
drums, stopped to play while attending 
the event with their child

Six-year-old Ella Lawrence of Falls Church 
examines the butterfly tattoo she selected

Master Gardner Teddy Robertson explains the 
growth of plants from seed using a lima bean

Photos by Susan Laume/The Connection
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Celebrating the Ones that Care

From the Caregiver, Marylu Jamie, MedTech/CNA

I’ve been working at The Residence at Colvin Run for the past 
two years. I love to see a smile when I give care to each of my 
residents. I love what I do and I wouldn’t trade it for anything.

 

Marylu is always there to help the resident in any way possible. 
She is an excellent communicator with the families providing 
feedback and information whenever needed. Her positive, 
happy nature and her willingness to always help makes our 

experience in memory care extra special. 

Visit IntegraCare.com, 
call 703-223-5226 or

scan to learn more about 
our community!

From Sigrid Vollmeck, Daughter of a Resident

News

From Page 12

have fallen to park rangers. Says 
event organizer Sara Holtz, “Many 
coming here are themselves likely 
federal employees now experienc-
ing the stresses of government clo-
sure. So it’s more important than 
ever to enjoy their parks and nat-
ural resources, being outside with 
friends, family and loved ones.”

Award winning children’s author 
Mary Ann Redmond, also a sing-
er-songwriter, performer and pho-
tographer, read her book “Boop-
able.” The story asks readers how 
they would feel if they “booped” 
different animals on the nose. Red-
mond signed the book at the event, 
also available at book outlets.

Joseph Sage Raindancer, a certi-
fied guide, introduced attendees to 
the self-help practice, Forest Bath-
ing, also known as Shinrin-yoku. 
The practice promotes slow-paced 
and gentle walking in the forest to 
prime one’s senses to observe, ab-
sorb, and reconnect with nature. 
Young enthusiasts were encour-
aged to find and decorate sticks as a 
means of connection to the woods.

Also on-hand with interesting 
tables of nature-related things to 
do and see were Plant NOVA Na-

tives, the Virginia Bluebird Soci-
ety and the Vienna Arts Society, 
among others. Craft activities at 
tables included making Japanese 
fish prints and Native American 
totem pole creations, and learning 
about seeds, butterfly migration, 
Bluebird nesting and other nature 
phenomena. The Fairfax Drum Cir-
cle’s display and opportunity to use 
drums was another popular stop. 
The passport allowed children to 
collect country flag stamps tracing 

their world culture exploration.
The Wolf Trap event celebrates 

International Children’s Day, cele-
brated annually around the world 
on different dates. Wolf Trap’s 
donor, Catherine Filene Shouse, 
hoped that children would come 
to parks for nature and all forms 
of art. Event organizers Sara Holtz, 
Ronalda Mason and Kathy Stewart 
said the event offered natural arts, 
in what the Friends hope will be-
come an annual event.

Children Connect to Nature
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Glenys Mulholland (left) of the Virginia Bluebird Society discusses 
snake forages into nests; Cora Address, 8 yrs old of Vienna, with 
her Passport in hand, learns more about Bluebirds
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By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

A
n annual fall event is hap-
pening across commu-
nities in Fairfax County. 
High schools in the pub-

The Swarm Returns: Herndon 
Homecoming Parade 2025
Community unity and pride fuel sense of place and history.

Congressman James Walkinshaw greets VA Senator 
Jennifer Boysko. 

School Board members  at- large Kyle McDaniel (far left) and 
Ryan McElveen. 

Congressman James Walkinshaw, VA Senator Jennifer 
Boysko, and  FxCo Board Supervisor Jimmy Bierman.

Flag bearers.
Mayor Keven LeBlanc and the Herndon High 
School Mascot, the Hornet. Expectation of getting candy adds fun and excitement for the children.

lic school system are bringing their 
Homecoming parades—elaborate 
shows of spirit—to routes outside 
people’s homes or along major town 
streets within school boundaries.

Students decorate floats, wear 
spirited attire, and the marching 

band, cheerleaders, and dance 
teams perform to build excitement 
for the football game, which is gen-
erally held that day. Elected officials 
often join the procession, some 
walking the route and distribut-
ing candy to families and children 

watching from the curb.
This year’s Herndon High parade 

in the Town of Herndon set a re-
cord for enthusiasm. Stretching for 
more than an hour, the procession 
included Herndon High’s bands and 
clubs, as well as local swim teams, 

Cub Scouts, businesses, elementa-
ry school groups and various civic 
organizations. This annual parade 
serves as the community’s most 
visible and enduring celebration of 
school spirit and shared local iden-
tity.

 Photos by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
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The parade begins. Marching band performs. Class float.

 Photos by Mercia Hobson/The Connection

Local police patrol the route.Candy time.The duck rains water.

Marching banner. Cheerleaders. Marching band performs.
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House of Delegates Election Guide

HD-6 Richard C. “Rip” 
Sullivan, Jr. (D

Profession/Experience:
Lawyer at Bean, Kinney, and Korman, P.C. 

Dedicates career to serving the communities 
of McLean, Great Falls, Vienna, and the broad-
er Fairfax area. Experience includes service on 
the Consumer Protection Commission, Trans-
portation Advisory Commission, Park Authority, 
Redevelopment and Housing Authority, and the 
Dranesville Budget Task Force.

Education:
BA, Amherst College; JD, University of Vir-

ginia

Personal/Activities:
Delegate, HD-6. Has spent career serving 

McLean, Great Falls, Vienna, and the broad-
er Fairfax community. Public service includes 
roles on the Consumer Protection Commission, 
Transportation Advisory Commission, Park Au-
thority, Redevelopment and Housing Authority, 
Dranesville Budget Task Force, and leadership 
roles in affordable housing and legal services.

Legislative Priorities/
Challenges/Solutions:
Legislative Priorities: Lowering costs for 

housing, health care, and energy. Priorities 
include ensuring an affordable, clean and re-
liable electric grid by increasing state targets 
for energy storage and accelerating renewable 
energy installation. Focuses on expanding the 
use and understanding of Extreme Risk Pro-
tection Orders (ERPO/Red Flag law). Aims 
to pass three proposed constitutional amend-
ments: enshrining a woman’s right to make her 
own health care decisions, ensuring the voting 
rights of those coming out of the criminal jus-
tice system, and securing the right of Virgin-
ians to marry who they want.

Residents’ Biggest 
Challenge: 

Affordability. In 
Northern Virginia, costs 
for everyday life (hous-
ing, groceries, health 
care, energy) are rising. 
Leaders in Richmond 
must address these is-
sues to make meaningful 
impacts on people’s lives. 
Proposed Legislative 
Solution: Must secure 
affordable, clean, and re-

newable energy generation on the grid quickly, 
given increased energy demand. Solutions in-
clude improving the permitting process for en-
ergy generation and spurring the development of 
energy storage to maximize grid reliability and 
reduce ratepayer costs.

Data Centers:
Must ensure that data centers operate as 

energy efficiently as possible while minimizing 
pollution and harm to communities and the 
environment. Has carried legislation focused 
on these issues in previous General Assembly 
years.

State’s Underfunding of Public Schools:
Recent JLARC studies show Virginia is un-

derfunding education statewide, not just in 
Fairfax. Will continue to advocate for the re-
gion to ensure Fairfax schools receive their 
fair share of education tax dollars. Notes that 
the number of free/reduced lunch students in 
Fairfax alone would be the commonwealth’s 
fourth-largest school district.

Casinos:
Opposed to the proposed casino in Tysons 

Corner and will remain so.

What I Want District Members to Know:
“Many of my successful pieces of legislation 

over the course of my career have had broad, 
bipartisan support.”

https://www.ripsullivan.com/

This guide designed, compiled, 
curated and edited by Mercia Hobson

Graphic design and layout by Geovani Flores

The High Stakes of the 2025 Virginia General Election
VOTE: Local House 
of Delegates 
Elections.
By Mercia Hobson/The Connection

V
oters in The Connection Newspa-
pers’ communities of Centreville, 
Chantilly, Great Falls, Herndon, 
McLean, Oak Hill, Oakton, Reston, 

Vienna, located in northern Fairfax County, 
along with others in the surrounding areas 
and the commonwealth, face one of the most 
consequential general elections on Nov. 4, 
2025. Choices will help determine the state-
wide policy course over the next two years, 
from abortion and reproductive rights to fis-

cal policy and the cost of living, to public 
education, school funding, and more.

At the state level, the battle centers on 
partisan control. For Democratic voters, the 
election focuses on the opportunity to secure 
a trifecta — control of the governorship and 
the House of Delegates, since they already 
hold the state Senate, which is not contested 
this year. Votes matter even in uncontested 
races. Numbers of votes here could indicate 
opposition for current policies in Washing-
ton.

For Republican voters, the strategic goal is 
to prevent the opposing party from gaining 
control. Numbers of votes here could indi-
cate support for current policies in Washing-
ton.

We sent questionnaires to the local House 
of Delegates candidates running to repre-
sent Northern Fairfax County communities. 

Voters will cast a ballot for the candidate of 
their choice in their respective legislative 
House District. Depending on their mailing 

addresses, the candidates for House of Del-
egates running in Fairfax County North in-
clude the following:

	

Additionally, at the state level, Northern Fairfax County voters will also be voting for the 
executive branch of the Virginia government: governor, lieutenant governor and attorney 
general. The Virginia Press Awards, a nonpartisan group, has produced its 2025 Virginia 
Voter Guide. It will be included with the PDF edition of this newspaper at https://www.
connectionnewspapers.com/PDFs/

For official election details, registration, and polling information, visit: https://www.fair-
faxcounty.gov/elections/office-elections

 v HD-6: Richard C. (Rip) Sullivan, Jr. (D); Kristin. L. Hoffman (R)
 v HD-7: Karen Keys-Gamarra (D); Cassandra R. Aucoin (R)
 v HD-8: Irene Shin (D); Indira S. Massey (R)
 v HD-9: Karrie Delaney (D); Nhan C. Huynh (R)
 v HD-10: Dan I. Helmer (D); David Woodrow Guill (R)
 v HD-11: David L. Bulova (D); Adam J. Wise (R); Brandon N. Givens (Forward)
 v HD-12 Holly Seibold (D); Figueroa-Velez (R)
 v HD-13: Marcus B. Simon (D), Sylwia Oleksy (R), Dave A. Crance Jr. (Libertarian)

Kristin Lee 
Hoffman (R),  

Profession/Experience:
Retired Program Manager / Product Manag-

er in technology and finance.

Education:
BA Economics, University of Pennsylvania; 

MBA in Marketing & Entrepreneurial Manage-
ment, the Wharton School of Business.

Hometown:
Vienna, VA

Personal/Activities:
President of a local women’s club; member 

of several art and professional organizations.

Public Service:
Serves on the board of an organization pro-

viding equine therapy to veterans; job counsel-
or at a nonprofit.

Legislative Priorities:
Lower taxes (eliminate the car tax), improve 

schools (expand magnet and charter schools), 
and enhance public safety (ensure police have 
tools to keep violent offenders off the streets).

Challenges:
The prevalence of violent crime. Fairfax 

County is short nearly 150 police officers, and 
the Commonwealth Attorney only prosecutes 1 
out of 5 criminal cases.

Solutions:
Repeal the early release law. Propose legis-

lation requiring Commonwealth Attorneys to 
submit an annual report on dropped charges, 
plea bargains, and diversion programs, and 
authorize the Attorney General’s office to in-
tervene when prosecution rates fall below a 

certain threshold. Col-
laboration: N/A.

Data Centers:
Data centers are our 

future and many prob-
lems can be addressed 
with better zoning and 
more construction aes-
thetic design. Need 
more energy-efficient 
infrastructure, includ-
ing geothermal. Should 

require data center operators to contribute to 
new energy facilities.

Public Schools Education Funding:
Schools are failing, but not due to a lack 

of funding. Administration positions have in-
creased ten-fold over the past 15 years. Need 
less administration, more teaching of core sub-
jects, and an independent audit of the $4 bil-
lion budget.

Casinos:
I am NOT in favor of a casino in Tyson’s now 

or ever, and pledge to never take money from 
gambling or casino interests. It is not a viable 
path to economic development, as generated 
revenue will be drowned out by the cost to 
prosecute the crimes it would bring.

What I Want District Members to Know
I am a commonsense Republican who be-

lieves in fiscal responsibility and financial ac-
countability. I believe strongly in education as 
the ultimate equalizer and the greatest gift we 
can give. I promise to be respectful, research 
both sides of an issue, and make decisions 
based on facts and best outcomes, not partisan 
politics.

Candidate Website
https://www.kristin4delegate.org/

Richard C. “Rip” Sullivan Jr. (D), 
incumbent and candidate for Virginia 
House of Delegates District 6

Richard C. “Rip” 
Sullivan Jr. (D)

Kristin Lee Hoffman (R), candidate for 
Virginia House of Delegates District 6

Kristin Lee 
Hoffman (R)
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Karen 
Keys-Gamarra (D)

Profession/Experience
Private civil practice, Family Law as a Guard-

ian ad Litem (representing children’s best in-
terests).

Education
Tulane University, Washington University 

School of Law (St. Louis, Missouri).

Personal/Activities
Born in St. Louis, Missouri. Married to An-

toine, raised three sons in Fairfax County.

Public Service
Current Delegate (District 7), former At-

Large School Board Member (Fairfax County 
Public Schools), former Planning Commission-
er, volunteered as a CASA advocate.

Legislative Priorities
Top priority listening to the concerns of 

constituents. Focused on improving access to 
healthcare (including Reproductive Health); 
collaborating with other state representatives 
to address our region’s concerns fully improv-
ing access to legal redress, building economic 
opportunities (including workforce training 
and small businesses); developing measures 
for affordable housing; and achieving gun 
safety reform. Welcomes constituent input for 
legislative agenda.

Challenges
Addressing funding shortages and creating 

economic opportunities due to the federal ad-
ministration’s erratic actions and potential loss 
of federal jobs and business capital. Concerned 
about the government shutdown’s ripple effect 
and funding loss for community safety-net or-
ganizations.

Solutions
Addressing funding shortages and creating eco-

nomic opportunities due to the federal adminis-
tration’s erratic actions and potential loss of feder-
al jobs and business capital. Concerned about the 
government shutdown’s ripple effect and funding 
loss for community safety-net organizations.

Solutions
Preparing legislation to create economic 

opportunity and sup-
port community orga-
nizations for mental 
health issues, increase 
affordable housing and 
public education, and 
aid workforce re-entry. 
Working to align pro-
posals with General As-
sembly goals to secure 
state funding.

Data Centers
Working with envi-

ronmental groups to balance economic ben-
efits and environmental concerns (e.g., elec-
tricity usage/cost apportionment, waterway 
pollution, clean water table access). Supports 
legislation that evaluates electricity use and 
apportionment of costs.Collaborating with 
community members to address our region’s 
concerns full.

Public Schools Education Funding
Opposes the federal administration’s de-

mands to align school systems with its ap-
proach, which she calls a wrongful attack on 
the LGBTQIA community and an attempt to 
extort funding from educational institutions. 
Supports educational entities in protecting 
the free exchange of thought. Has proposed 
budget changes to adequately fund education 
based on JLARC studies that show significant 
underfunding.

Casinos
Opposes the Casino as a viable path for 

economic development. Believes land use de-
cisions are for local authorities and the Gener-
al Assembly should not pressure the Board of 
Supervisors or communities. Notes that no ob-
jective economic cost and benefit analysis has 
been completed, nor has the county requested 
this nor ahs such been presented to the General 
Assembly regarding a Casino in Fairfax.

What I Want District Members to Know
“Thus far, I am focusing on improving access 

to healthcare, including Reproductive Health; 
Improving access to legal redress, building 
economic opportunities, including access to 
workforce training, and creating more small 
businesses; developing measures to provide 
affordable housing; and achieving gun safety 
reform.”

Candidate Website
https://www.karenkeysgamarra.com/

Karen Keys-Gamarra (D), 
incumbent and candidate for Virginia 
House of Delegates District 7

Karen Keys-Gamarra 
HD-7, Fairfax 
County North

Irene Shin (D)
Profession/Experience:
Nonprofit executive

Education:
Not provided

Personal/Activities:
Hometown: Burbank, CA. Grew up without 

health insurance before the ACA; father flew to 
Korea for life-saving surgery due to costs.

Public Service:
Proudly served the community in the Virgin-

ia House of Delegates for the last four years.

Irene Shin (D), candidate for 
Virginia House of Delegates District 8

 Irene Shin (D)

Indira Massey 
(R)

Legislative Priorities/
Challenges/Solutions:

Legislative Priori-
ties: The Top priority 
is access to quality, af-
fordable health care. 
Has fought to expand 
insurance coverage 
and for better support 
for family caregivers; 
invested in reducing 
prescription drug costs. 

Believes Virginia needs to better fund public 
schools, which lag behind neighboring states 

See Irene Shin, Page 18

https://www.indiraforva.com/

Indira Massey, candidate for 
House of Delegates district 8
Indira Massey (R) did not reply.

Cassandra Aucoin (R)
Profession/ Experience: 
Retired federal manager with nearly 

40 years of service in the Departments of 
the Army, Navy, NGA and NRO. Managed 
multi-billion-dollar budgets, oversaw human 
resources programs and led major analyses 
and teams that drove efficiency, savings and 
organizational and process reforms.

Education: 
Bachelor of Science, Business Management, 

Virginia Tech.

Legislative Priorities/ Challenges/ Solutions:  
Affordability and Economy, Public Safety 

and Health, Stronger Education and Better 
Commutes. Work to cut the car tax, end the 
tax on tips and support federal employees and 
small businesses and protect Virginia’s Right-
to-Work law. Back law enforcement, fight 
fentanyl and human trafficking, stop repeat 
offenders and strengthen mental health and 
Lyme disease support. Improve education by 
supporting parents, funding schools and pro-
moting accountability, and expanding learn-
ing options. Focus on better commutes by im-
proving roads and lowering tolls.

Biggest concern for residents is affordabili-
ty, high taxes, tolls, energy costs and housing 
prices that make it hard for families to stay 
in Fairfax. Combined with federal workforce 
downsizing and job uncertainty, these pres-
sures threaten the local economy. Need to 
lower costs and strengthen stability. 

Introduce a Virginia Tax Relief and Eco-
nomic Opportunity Act to make life more 
affordable and strengthen our economy. Pan 
would cut the car tax, end the tax on tips, re-
form tolls, reform costly energy mandates and 
promote affordable housing, job growth and 
workforce training. Reforms  funded by repri-
oritizing spending and improving efficiency. 
Protect Virginia’s Right-to-Work law to attract 
investment and preserve worker freedom.

Data Centers: 
Data centers have become an important 

part of Northern Virginia’s economy, creating 
jobs and generating tax revenue. While plan-
ning and zoning occur locally, the state should 
encourage and work with local governments 

Cassandra R. Aucoin (R) Cassandra Aucoin, 
House of Delegates Candidate - District 7

to guide development 
toward areas that 
minimize impacts on 
nearby neighborhoods 
and infrastructure in-
vestments.  Support 
transparency in un-
derstanding plans for 
energy use, water man-
agement and noise im-
pacts before decisions 

are made at the local level. Do not support 
our residents subsidizing higher energy costs 
from expansion; those should be paid by de-
velopers and operators.

State’s Underfunding of Public Schools: 
We must get Virginia’s education funding 

formula right, so it reflects Fairfax Coun-
ty’s needs. Fairfax already bridges much of 
the state’s funding gap, with over half of its 
budget supporting FCPS. Despite a $4 billion 
budget, per-student costs have risen while 
test scores have not recovered since COVID. 
Need to examine how funds are used, particu-
larly the balance between overhead and class-
room instruction. Administrative costs remain 
high with many sub-organizations. Support 
an independent third-party review of FCPS 
programs and administration to identify what 
works and where efficiencies can be found. 
Support a predictable teacher pay plan. Tax 
dollars should focus on children’s learning, 
not institutional overhead.

Casinos: The social and economic costs are 
too great. Communities near casinos often ex-
perience higher rates of gambling addiction, 
debt and family instability, along with in-
creased crime and strain on public safety and 
social services. Local restaurants and small 
businesses cannot compete with casino-sub-
sidized offerings like a $10 steak, leading to 
fewer neighborhood jobs and more economic 
displacement. Support sustainable, commu-
nity-driven growth that creates opportunities 
without sacrificing our quality of life.

What I Want District Members to Know: 
“As the District 7 delegate, I will always focus 
on what matters most to our community and 
work to bring balance, accountability and prac-
tical solutions to make our community more af-
fordable, safer and stronger.”  Readers can learn 
more at https://www.vote4cassandra.com

Cassandra 
Aucoin (R)
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Irene Shin (D)
like West Virginia in per-student spending. 
Calls for addressing student-teacher ratios, im-
proving school infrastructure, and the eventual 
funding of universal pre-K. Residents’ Biggest 
Challenge: Deep concern about the country’s 
direction, citing federal administration ac-
tions such as DOGE layoffs, dismantling the 
Department of Education, destruction of the 
EPA, ICE raids, attacks on abortion rights, and 
erosion of civil liberties. Committed to fighting 
back against this “federal administration and 
its dangerous proclivity for authoritarianism.” 
Proposed Legislative Solution: Must amend the 
Virginia Constitution to guarantee access to 
the full spectrum of reproductive freedom (in-
cluding fertility treatments, contraception, and 
abortion rights). Also needs to affirm marriage 
equality in the commonwealth. Co-patron on 
both the reproductive freedom and marriage 
equality constitutional amendments.

Data Centers:
Given that data center growth drives the 

overwhelming majority of Virginia’s new ener-
gy demand, ensuring these facilities and other 
large load users bear their fair share of infra-
structure costs through extended service com-
mitments is reasonable. Passed legislation to 
study whether new customer classifications are 
warranted to better shield residential custom-
ers from subsidizing large load users.

State’s Underfunding of Public Schools:

K-12 public education is the top funding 
priority. Will continue to push colleagues to 
allocate additional funding and is committed 
to only supporting budget efforts that expand 
public education funding (opposed to any 
cuts). Supports a comprehensive look at the 
funding formula to find a more equitable for-
mula to better support Fairfax County students 
and families.

Casinos:
Opposed to the development of a casino in 

the community since Day 1. Believes commu-
nities should be involved and that the message 
from neighbors is “loud and clear.” Stands with 
the Reston Association Board of Directors, Res-
ton Citizens Association, and 2,900+ individ-
uals united against a casino in Reston/Tysons.

What I Want District Members to Know:
“I understand the struggles of working fam-

ilies, the importance of public education, and 
the urgency of affordable health care because 
I’ve lived through these issues. I am a strong 
advocate for racial justice, and I firmly be-
lieve in listening to and uplifting all voices, 
especially those from historically marginalized 
communities. My dedication to increasing vot-
er access, affordable housing, workers’ rights, 
and equitable opportunities reflects my com-
mitment to building a more just and inclusive 
Virginia.”

https://ireneforva.com/

Karrie K. Delaney (D)
Profession/Experience:
Represents the 9th House District (Chantil-

ly and parts of Centreville) in her fourth term. 
Previously worked in roles supporting foster 
care youth, as a sexual assault crisis counselor, 
and at a nonprofit focused on stopping human 
trafficking. Currently works as an advocate for 
national sexual violence issues.

Education: (NOT PROVIDED)

Personal/Activities:
Appointed, then elected chair of the Fairfax 

County Library Board of Trustees.

Public Service:
Chair of the Transportation Committee. Sits 

on the Courts of Justice and General Laws 
committees.

Legislative Priorities/Challenges/Solutions:
Legislative Priorities: Top priorities include 

building out Virginia’s transit and multimodal 
infrastructure, education, support systems for 
survivors of domestic/sexual assault and hu-
man trafficking, and health care affordability. 

Residents’ Biggest Challenge: Affording the 
high costs of health care. Residents face the 
“impossible decision” of paying rent/mortgage 
versus paying for necessary medications. 

Proposed Legislative Solution: Since 2023, 
has proposed the Prescription Drug Affordabil-
ity Board, empowered to hold pharmaceutical 
companies accountable for cost increases and, 
if appropriate, impose an upper price limit 
(price cap) on specific medications. The leg-
islation has a one-time cost of approximately 
$650,000, which is already included in the pro-
posed budgets via existing state funds.

Data Centers:
Local and county officials must manage land 

use decisions. However, because data center 
impacts (especially on the shared energy infra-

Karrie K. 
Delaney (D)

Karrie K. Delaney (D), candidate 
and incumbent for Virginia House 
of Delegates District 9

structure) go beyond lo-
cal boundaries, the Gen-
eral Assembly must act. 
The General Assembly 
has a responsibility to 
set clear guidelines and 
protect the long-term vi-
ability of the energy grid. 
The cost of increased en-
ergy use should not be 
borne by ratepayers, but 
by the companies that 
profit from the facilities.

State’s Underfunding of Public Schools:
A JLARC report highlighted severe underfund-

ing. In response, HB 761, incorporated into a larg-
er General Assembly effort, which introduced hun-
dreds of millions of dollars by centering funding 
formulas on students rather than staff positions.

Casinos:
Opposed to the Tysons casino proposal due 

to the process. Proponents cited jobs, homes, 
and tax revenue to alleviate property taxes. Be-
lieves state legislators should not make county 
land-use decisions. The proposal did not follow 
typical processes, including planning/zoning 
reviews, community engagement, and support 
for local elected officials. Will re-evaluate and 
vote based on merits if the project returns, hav-
ing undergone the proper local process.

What I Want District Members to Know:
“In times of division, I believe we are called 

to rise to the higher ground of common good. 
As I have done since I was first elected, I re-
main steadfast in the belief that meaningful 
solutions must rise above partisan politics and 
that our shared future depends not on scoring 
political points, but on the courage to listen, to 
engage, and to govern with purpose. We must 
reclaim the lost art of civil discourse — where 
we stand firm in our values, yet remain will-
ing to work together in pursuit of progress that 
serves everyone.”

https://www.karriedelaney.com/

https://huynhforvirginia.com/

Nhan C. 
Huynh (R)

Nhan C. Huynh (R)  Did not reply.
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Dan Helmer (D)
Profession/Experience:
Veteran, business executive

Education:
BA, West Point; MPhil, Oxford University 

(Rhodes Scholarship).

Personal/Activities:
Hometown: New Brunswick, New Jersey.

Public Service:
Has served in the House of Delegates since 

2022.

Legislative Priorities/Challenges/Solutions:
Priorities: Virginia Democrats are run-

ning to grow Virginia’s economy and provide 
good-paying jobs, lower costs on working 
people, deliver better schools, and safeguard 
constitutional rights. Will expand funding for 

Dan Helmer (D), incumbent and candidate 
for Virginia House of Delegates District 10

Dan Helmer (D)

Virginia schools, pass a 
constitutional amend-
ment protecting abor-
tion access, and expand 
opportunities to grow 
the businesses of the 
future right here in the 
commonwealth.

Data Centers:
No answer

State’s Underfunding of Public Schools:
No answer

Casinos:
No answer

What I Want District Members to Know:
No answer

https://danhelmer.com/

David Guill (R)
Hometown
Clifton.

Profession/Experience
Retired Public Service.

Education
MS in Computer Science (Johns Hopkins 

University); BS in Computer Science with a mi-
nor in Mechanical Engineering.

Personal/Activities
High School Lacrosse Coach (Centreville, 

Westfield, Oakton, Robinson, Lake Braddock), 
Cub Scout and Boy Scout Leader.

Public Service
HOA Vice President.

Legislative Priorities
Reduce tax burdens on constituents. Assure 

criminals are prosecuted and serve requisite 
sentences as defined by law. Ensure clear, trans-
parent, and timely accounting of school pro-
cesses, including proceedings and happenings.

Challenges
There is no single clear challenge. The two 

competing for top priority are tax relief and 
school process issues, especially concerning 
males in female private spaces, including lock-
er rooms and bathrooms, being one of two 
competing top priorities.

Solutions
Proposes to legislatively remove the person-

al property tax (car tax) and provide tax relief 
for seniors. Would legislate that public/school 

David Guill (R), candidate for Virginia 
House of Delegates District 10

bathrooms and locker 
rooms be restricted by 
biological sex deter-
mined at birth.

Data Centers
Notes the cantanker-

ous issue; centers re-
quire multiple reliable 
energy sources (fossil 
fuels/nuclear), noting 
wind/solar unreliability. 
Reliable sources are pro-

vided by power companies in a monopoly-like 
environment. Cautions on cost, especially re-
garding potential huge spikes in energy costs 
if data center-dependent AI goes bankrupt, cit-
ing the Shoreham-Wading River nuclear plant 
shutdown’s ripple effect.

Public Schools Education Funding
To reduce funding burden on our public 

schools, proposes reducing the number of ad-
ministrator positions in public schools.

Casinos
Opposes casinos as a viable path for eco-

nomic development, especially for sustained 
development, given District 10 is a bedroom 
community for Washington D.C.

What I Want District Members to Know
Shares George Washington’s Farewell Ad-

dress quote on unity (“Be American, Let there 
be no sectionalism...”). Washington urged vot-
ers to have unity of purpose and accentuate 
shared values/principles over differences, call-
ing it poignant for today.

www.guill4va.com

David Guill (R)

David L. Bulova (D)
Profession/Experience:
Senior environmental planner with 34 years 

of experience in water resources planning.

Education:
BA, Government, College of William and 

Mary; Master of Public Administration, Virgin-
ia Tech.

Personal/Activities:
Very active in Scouts; previously coached 

youth sports; currently serves on the boards 
of Brain Injury Services and the City of Fairfax 
Band Association.

Public Service:
Current member, Virginia House of Del-

egates, representing District 11 (served 20 
years). Former chair, Fairfax County Consumer 
Protection Commission.

Legislative Priorities/Challenges/Solutions:
Legislative Priorities: Focused on world-

class public education, protecting natural re-
sources, investing in workforce development, 
and addressing the housing affordability crisis. 
Successful initiatives include the Virginia Early 
Childhood Education Act (HB 1012), the Occo-
quan Reservoir PFAS Reduction Program (HB 
2050), and expanding the Virginia Housing 
Opportunities Tax Credit Program. Residents’ 
Biggest Challenge: Dealing with federal bud-
get and workforce reductions going into the 

2026 session. Proposed 
Legislative Solution: 
The priority is to sup-
port those affected by 
unforeseen unemploy-
ment by strengthening 
unemployment insur-
ance and preventing 
evictions due to tempo-
rary income loss. Essen-
tial to expand workforce 
development initiatives 
and make targeted in-
vestments to diversify 

the economy. Must maintain a structurally bal-
anced budget and protect the AAA bond rating.

Data Centers:
Data centers are important, but the current 

pace of development is not sustainable. Must 
manage facilities to safeguard neighboring 
communities and avoid shifting electricity 
costs onto residential ratepayers.

State’s Underfunding of Public Schools:
In the latest session, he secured an increase 

of $20 million annually for FCPS by eliminat-
ing an obsolete funding cap. Committed to ad-
vocating for a funding formula that accurately 
reflects the higher cost of living in Fairfax.

Casinos:
Opposes the development of a casino in Fair-

fax. Acknowledges them as revenue sources 
but cites significant social costs (e.g., gambling 

David L. Bulova (D), incumbent 
and candidate for Virginia House of 
Delegates District 11

David L. 
Bulova (D)

See David L. Bulova, Page 20

Adam J. Wise (R)
Profession/Experience:
Firearms and self-defense instructor; taught 

American history, economics, and government 
principles; worked for nonprofits.

Education:
Bachelor’s degree, George Mason University; 

Master of Divinity, Liberty Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

Personal/Activities:
Hometown: Fairfax, Virginia. Spent 16 years 

learning about American history, economics, 
and the proper role of government.

Public Service:
Candidate for House of Delegates, District 

11 (Fairfax City and Oakton); running to im-
plement learned principles.

Legislative Priorities/Challenges/Solutions:
Legislative Priorities: Reduce taxes and reg-

ulations to foster economic growth and ensure 
the government does not hinder residents’ objec-
tives. Residents’ Biggest Challenge: The high cost 
of living. The core message is, “It’s your money! 
Keep as much of it as possible!” Proposed Legis-
lative Solution: Proposes a hard look at the state 
budget, considering cuts to taxes and regulations 
to encourage prosperity and economic growth.

Data Centers:
A local issue to be decided primarily by those 

 Adam Wise (R)

Adam J. Wise (R), candidate for V
irginia House of Delegates District 11

most affected. Opposes 
rising energy prices due 
to data centers. Local 
citizens should deter-
mine whether a data 
center should be built, 
provided environmental 
concerns are alleviat-
ed and a proper energy 
source is provided.

State’s Underfunding of Public Schools:
Before requesting more funding, the current 

budget must be analyzed to ensure enormous 
resources are funding a good education and 
not being spent inefficiently. A critical budget 
look will determine if tax dollars are being 
properly used.

Casinos:
Skeptical that a casino is a good addition to 

Northern Virginia. Consideration would weigh 
heavily on the area’s cultural and potential 
criminal implications.

What I Want District Members to Know:
“I want Virginians in the 11th District and 

across the state to wake up every morning and 
believe that they can achieve their goals and 
that the government will not stand in their way. 

Readers can learn more about me at www.
adamwiseforva.com.”
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33rd Annual Centreville Day is Saturday, Oct. 18
From Page 8

ville History Booth in front of the 
Spindle Sears House. People may 
visit the seven sites on the trail 
and answer the questions about 
each one. Then they’ll bring their 
answers to any of the three booths 
and receive a prize. History Trail 
maps may also be downloaded at 
www.CentrevilleDay.org. Historian 
John Carter will have books and 

Cub Scout Pack 2011 in last year’s parade.

Courtesy of 
Rogers Polk

Madison Whitbeck

Courtesy of 
Cheryl Repetti
Carol Robinson

historical information at the His-
tory Booth, and also on the Sears 
House lawn will be the Fairfax 
250th Commission.

After being closed for repairs 
last year, the historic Mount Gile-
ad home will again be part of Cen-
treville Day. It was built in 1785, 
and the resident curators, Kristyn 
and Spencer Marrott, will have the 
first floor open for tours. And on 

the front lawn, Lucky Strike En-
tertainment will offer activities for 
the whole family. It’s also hosting 
an afterparty for children at its 
Centreville bowling alley, plus an 
after-dark edition for adults, later 
that evening. 

Other historical activities will 
include tours of the Spindle Sears 
House, the Old Stone Church, and 
St. John’s Episcopal Church and 

cemetery. At 2:15 p.m., St. John’s 
will present a program titled, 
“Clergy and the American Revo-
lution.” And a not-so-scary ghost 
tour will then depart from there at 
2:30 p.m.

Centreville Day parking and 
shuttles will be available at the 
Trinity Centre, 5820 Trinity Pkwy., 
and at Centreville United Method-
ist Church, 6400 Old Centreville 

Road. Shuttles from Trinity will 
drop off on Braddock Road. And 
new this year, the church shuttle 
will drop passengers on Wharton 
Lane. Thanks to the generosity 
of Centreville Day’s vendors and 
sponsors, parking and shuttles are 
free. 

– Cheryl Repetti 
contributed to this story.

David L. Bulova (D)
addiction). Argues local buy-in is essential, and 
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors has 
not requested a casino. Bypassing local support 
sets a concerning precedent.

What I Want District Members to Know:
“The most important job is to actively listen 

and make it easy for constituents to share ideas 
through the annual town hall, electronic news-
letter, and time spent with constituents.”

https://www.davidbulova.com/ Brandon N. Givens (I) 
(Forward)

Profession/Experience:
Special Education Teacher; worked as a 

social worker for two years. Has been an ed-
ucator for 19 years, with nine years in public 
education.

Education:
Bachelor’s in Psychology; Master’s degrees 

in Special Education and Educational Leader-
ship; Specialist degree in Early Childhood Ed-
ucation.

Personal/Activities:
Born and raised in Helena, Arkansas. Daugh-

ter recently graduated from Fairfax High 
School.

Public Service:
Served in the Army Reserves. Much of his ca-

reer has been dedicated to public benefit (as a 
social worker and educator).

Legislative Priorities/Challenges/Solutions:
Legislative Priorities: Seek election reforms 

to reduce tribalism by creating multimember 
districts using ranked choice voting. Also con-
cerned about redundant student testing. 

Residents’ Biggest Challenge: Job loss due to 
federal cuts. 

Proposed Legislative Solution: Virginia must 
make up any Medicaid cuts in its budget and 
initiate a “New Deal.” This includes invest-
ments in electricity production, public trans-
portation, and infrastructure to create jobs and 
lower the cost of living. Funding: Replace fed-
eral taxes on incomes over $200,000, using the 
TCJA 2017 tax cuts.

Data Centers:
We must require data 

centers to invest in re-
newable energy as part 
of their agreements, 
creating green energy 
jobs and reducing strain 
on the grid. Mandate 
transparent Communi-
ty Benefit Agreements 
(contributing to local 
education, infrastruc-

ture, and job training). We must also mandate 
energy efficiency and public reporting, and in-
vest in additional electricity production.

State’s Underfunding of Public Schools:
While some wealth redistribution is rea-

sonable, the current system goes too far and 
dramatically underestimates the real cost of 
education in high-cost areas like Fairfax. Out-
dated metrics lead to higher property taxes, 
increasing wealth disparity. Proposes updating 
the state’s funding model, such as using a price 
per student.

Casinos:
The people of Fairfax seem strongly opposed 

to it. For them, the social costs outweigh the 
financial benefits. I’m inclined to support the 
will of the people.

Additional Information:
“We need a change in leadership. We need 

new people and new ideas. We need office 
holders willing to work together and compro-
mise to solve our common problems. We need 
office holders who try to unite our nation. If 
you would like to send a message that you’re 
tired of partisan tribalism then you should sup-
port me and make your voice heard.”

Brandon N. Givens (Forward), candidate 
for Virginia House of Delegates District 11

Brandon Norman 
Givens (I) (Forward)
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Graphic design and layout by Geovani Flores
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Holly Seibold (D)
Profession/Experience:
Delegate, Virginia House of Delegates. Non-

profit Executive. Founder of BRAWS (nonprofit 
serving women/girls in crisis).

Education:
B.A. Interdisciplinary Study (Communica-

tion, Law, Economics, Government), American 
University; M.Ed., Education, George Washing-
ton University.

Hometown:
Vienna, Virginia.

Legislative Priorities/Challenges/Solutions:
Priorities are strengthening public educa-

tion, community safety, environmental protec-
tion, and safeguarding women’s/human rights. 
As a former teacher, she championed record 
school funding, special needs support, and 
school mental health resources. She has also 
led highway safety reforms, advanced clean 

Holly Seibold (D), incumbent 
and candidate for Virginia House 
of Delegates District 12

energy, and strength-
ened child labor/crimi-
nal justice protections. 
Residents’ concerns 
include traffic safety, 
environmental preser-
vation, equitable access 
to healthcare, and pro-
tections for vulnerable 
populations. Solutions 
include pursuing legis-
lation to improve trans-

portation safety, promote responsible develop-
ment, protect natural resources, and expand 
safeguards for women and children.

Casinos:
Opposed to development. “I do not believe 

a casino is a viable path for economic develop-
ment here; the potential social costs—includ-
ing gambling-related harms — outweigh the 
financial benefits.”

www.hollyseibold.com

Holly Seibold (D) Nelson Figueroa-
Velez (R)

Nelson Figueroa-Velez (R)
No reply received
https://figueroaforvirginia.com/

Marcus Simon (D)
Marcus Simon, incumbent, 
no reply received

Marcus Simon (D)

https://www.marcussimon.com/
Sylwia Oleksy (R)

Profession/Experience:
Accountant, CPA candidate.

Education:
BA Economics — UMD, College Park; BS Ac-

counting — GMU, Fairfax

Personal/Activities:
Hometown: Fairfax County. Mother with 

children in a public elementary school, a legal 
immigrant, and the wife of a federal worker.

Public Service:
Lifelong experience of being a law-abiding 

legal citizen and taxpayer.

Legislative Priorities/Challenges/Solutions:
Legislative Priorities: Focus on increasing 

housing affordability and reducing the tax-
payer burden on residents. Residents’ Biggest 
Challenge: Affordability crisis due to econom-
ically unsustainable policies. Cites higher-in-
come residents leaving for lower-tax counties 
with better schools, and increased open-bor-
der immigrant resettlement, straining taxpay-
er resources. Believes Fairfax “can’t compete 
with neighboring counties” due to “politically 
motivated decision-making.” Proposed Legisla-
tive Solution: Families who pay property taxes 
and opt out of public schools should receive 
a tax credit. This provides school choice and 
reduces costs for the school system. The av-
erage tax credit would be approximately half 
that amount, requiring no additional revenue 
sources. Would collaborate with “all willing Re-
publican House of Delegates candidates.”

Data Centers:
Building data centers in Fairfax is neither 

reasonable nor profitable, even short term. 

They consume a large 
amount of local energy 
for global traffic (inter-
net, AI), forcing Fairfax 
households to effective-
ly subsidize global data 
usage through higher 
costs. Believes nuclear 
energy must be devel-
oped in Virginia before 
more data centers are 
built.

State’s Underfunding of Public Schools:
Asserts that the Fairfax School system, which 

consumes over $3 billion annually in proper-
ty tax revenue, is not underfunded. It is seen 
as mismanaged and wasteful with taxpayer 
funds, citing a “frivolous million-dollar law-
suit” against the federal government due to the 
superintendent’s agenda regarding biological 
males in women’s bathrooms and sports. Also 
says 70% of students fall below proficiency in 
English and Math.

Casinos:
Opposes a casino. Notes: a casino exists out-

side Fairfax in the D.C. area, and oversatura-
tion does not lead to long-term profitability. 
Cites that gambling addiction disproportion-
ately impacts low-income communities, and 
casinos tend to attract “prostitution, drug use, 
and other criminal or socially undesirable acts 
and actors.” Concludes community costs will 
outweigh county profits.

What I Want District Members to Know:
“I am a mother with children in public ele-

mentary school, legal immigrant, wife of a fed-
eral worker, former Democrat, and I believe we 
make Fairfax County affordable again.”

https://vahouse13.com/

Sylwia Oleksy (R), candidate for 
Virginia House of Delegates District 13

Sylwia Oleksy (R)
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Cvent, Inc. seeks Senior SDET 
in McLean (Tysons Corner), VA. 
Telecommuting permitted. Apply 
at https://www.jobpostingtoday.
com/ Ref# 43654.

Employment

Candis Mae (Odom) Anhalt, 63, of Fruita, CO, 
passed away unexpectedly from natural causes early 
Friday afternoon, September 19, 2025, at her cher-
ished cabin near Brian Head, Utah. Arrangements are 
in the care of Callahan Edfast in Grand Junction, CO 
where a visitation will be held on Monday, Septem-
ber 29, from 3-7pm. Funeral service will be on Tues-
day, September 30, at 10am with visitation starting at 
9am at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church. Mother of 

four, dear wife of retired USAF Colonel David Anhalt, she will be sorely 
missed by all she touched in her neighborhoods, communities, activities, 
and families across the country.

Obituary Obituary
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

What; no line on the “refill” bottle of dish 
soap to tell me when I should make another 
purchase/refill? You (the manufacturer) felt 
confident and arrogant enough to put lines 
and arrows on my regular/non-refill sizes 
but nothing on the actual “refill” size. What 
are you afraid of? Creating a dependency 
of line-reading on your bottles? Are you 
thinking that if a consumer has purchased 
a regular size bottle of your dish soap - the 
ones with the refill line and arrows, he/she 
doesn’t need a similar reminder; especially 
since they swallowed their previous bottles’ 
advisory and actually bought the “refill” 
sized bottle? I can understand the company’s 
motivation in reminding me, but why are 
you stopping so soon after starting?

I mean; you (again the manufacturer) 
lead me down this garden path (not the 
rose garden path because then you would 
have been plowed over - literally) to advise/
coerce me to buy another bottle of dish 
soap - before the one I’m currently using is 
even empty. Then, once I’ve followed your 
stupid line/arrow and then bought and used 
the “refill” bottle enough times to where I’ve 
nearly emptied of its soapy contents, there’s 
no such line/arrow to encourage me to buy 
another bottle. What kind of relationship 
is that? As my late father would say, many 
times about such behavior: “They name 
street signs after people like you: one way.” 
Having primed my pump, so to speak, you 
don’t follow through. You figure our relation-
ship has been cemented in plastic and since 
I already purchased a regular-sized bottle 
and then a “refill” bottle then you’ve secured 
my dish soap dollars forever and thus need 
not care about me anymore? Since when is 
abandoning the consumer/customer in his/
her hour of vulnerability a prudent advertis-
ing/branding strategy?

I just so happen to be one of your best 
customers: a homeowner living in a nearly 
300-year-old home - with no dishwasher. Let 
me amend that: I (Kenny) have no dishwash-
er. My wife, Dina however, has a dishwash-
er: me. And my tools of the trade are rubber 
gloves, a scrub brush and wait for it: dish 
soap, and plenty of it. Take away any of 
these three co-equal tools (now where have 
I heard that before?) and the task becomes 
unnecessarily more difficult. If I didn’t have 
the view I have in our kitchen, standing 
over our double-sinks looking out any one 
of the three windows to see our two acres, I 
might find myself less inclined/certainly less 
frequently engaged, in this rather dreary but 
reoccurring and extremely dull task.

This is the kind of consequence your pre-
sumption that I am a customer for life and 
need not be reminded/encouraged to back-
up/buy a dish soap “refill” size when my 
current one reaches the same low point as is 
“lined” and “arrowed” on your regular-sized 
bottle is difficult to understand. You’ve built 
a friendship here. Dare I say you’ve created 
a sort of dependency that doesn’t bode well 
for the consumer if he/she is neglected and 
left to wither on the vine in this manner. 
When you assume - as is so often said: “You 
make and ass out of you and me.” I just 
want/need to wash dishes at my conve-
nience, not yours. Give me the tools and I’ll 
give you the dollars.

Dish Soap 
“Dissin”

Entertainment

SHORTS AND FEATURESSHORTS AND FEATURES

MEET THE FILMMAKERS!MEET THE FILMMAKERS!ALL GENRESALL GENRES

Virginia Tech (ALX) 
The Lyceum 

Beatley Library 
Patagonia Old Town 

Scan the 
QR code 
for tickets 

Visit us at AlexFilmFest.com 
or contact us at 

info.alexandriafilm@gmail.com 

alexfilmfest  @alexandriafilmfestival 
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Dave Crance (L)
Profession/Experience:
Certified Hotel Administrator (CHA), 
Regional Hotel Manager.

Education:
No answer

Personal/Activities:
No answer

Public Service:
US Army Paratrooper with combat tours 

in Central America and the Middle East (Op-
erations Just Cause, Desert Shield, Desert 
Storm). Served as VFW Chaplain; on boards 
for the Chamber of Commerce, Little League, 
and youth sports. Coached for over a decade. 
Served as Chair of the Libertarian Party of 
Northern Virginia and 2024 Libertarian Na-
tional Convention Delegate.

Legislative Priorities/Challenges/Solutions:

House of Delegates Election Guide

Dave A. Crance Jr. (Libertarian), candidate 
for Virginia House of Delegates District 13

Dave Crance (L)

Priorities include a 
Taxpayers’ Bill of Rights 
that requires voter ap-
proval for new taxes/
increases and returns 
excess revenue to tax-
payers. This would 
force fiscal responsibili-
ty and cut waste. Other 
goals: eliminate the car 
tax, end the taxation of 
military pensions, and 

review support for first responders and military 
families. The biggest challenge is the rising cost 
of living/affordability in Fairfax; the solution is 
the Taxpayers’ Bill of Rights and removing red 
tape to allow for lower-cost housing/accessory 
dwelling units.

Data Centers:
Community desire is key. Site selection 

should prioritize accessible energy, preferably 
from a renewable source. Companies must 
invest in on-site renewable energy and adopt 
efficiency measures. Centers should offer local 

benefits, such as infrastructure development or 
emergency backup power.

State’s Underfunding of Public Schools:
Before reviewing the Standards of Quality, 

I would demand an outside audit of Fairfax 
County Schools to eliminate waste and poten-
tial fraud within the “bloated school adminis-
tration” so funds can better support teachers 
and frontline employees.

Casinos:
Not a community discussion; no one I’ve 

spoken with is in favor. I am not seeking to im-
pose my view but to be a voice for what the 
community decides.

What I Want District Members to Know:
“I look forward to representing neighbors, 

returning political discourse to a healthy place, 
and holding the state legislature accountable. 
It’s time to put Community before Politics and 
move beyond the failed two-party system.” 

Dave4va.com

From Page 4

member Carole Herrick will present a history 
talk highlighting the community efforts that 
brought about the creation of the center and 
its early history.

FRIDAY/OCT. 17
Monster Mash Party. 7-9:30 p.m. At the Old 

Firehouse in McLean. Old Firehouse 5th-6th 
grader parties are themed and decorated 
accordingly. Free catered food and bever-
ages will be distributed to participants. The 
parties feature a DJ, an open dance floor 
and a variety of activities. Preregistration is 
recommended. Parent volunteer opportunities 
available.

OCT. 17-19 AND 24-26
Sterling Playmakers’ “Our Town.” At Ster-

ling Middle School, Sterling. Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.; Sundays at 2 p.m. If 
you’ve ever wondered what life was like one 
hundred years ago, and what your hometown 
was like then, whether it’s the town of Ster-
ling or Dranesville, or Herndon, or Leesburg, 
or Fairfax or Lansing, Michigan; Grover’s 
Corner is a likely stand in. This timeless 
American classic reminds us to treasure each 
ordinary day and the connections we share 
with one another. Visit the website: www.
Sterlingplaymakers.org.

SATURDAY/OCT. 18
MCC Community 50th Anniversary Cele-

bration. 5-10 p.m. At McLean Community 
Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. After 
a year-long celebration at the center and all 
about town, the McLean Community Center 
wants you to come out for our big 50th 
anniversary bash! Come dance through the 
decades with dance instructors and demon-
strations on the hour, sip a signature mocktail 
or cocktail, enjoy fabulous foods, immerse 
yourself in our old school video games, enjoy 
our 50th anniversary video and engage in 
MCC trivia. There is so much fun planned for 
this once-in-a-lifetime special event!

SATURDAY/OCT. 18
Native Tree Seedling Giveaway. 8 a.m. to 

12 p.m. At Vienna Community Center, 120 
Cherry Street, SE, Vienna. Volunteers will 
give away 150 bareroot seedlings in six 
species—25 each of Allegheny Serviceberry, 
American Hornbeam, Black Gum, Northern 
Red Oak, Redbud, and White Pine. Planting 
instructions will be provided. The seedlings 
will be available to Town of Vienna residents 
on a first-come, first-served basis and are 

limited to two seedlings per household. Visit 
www.viennava.gov/csc and www.viennava.
gov/tac. 

SATURDAY/OCT. 18
Laurie Berkner Band. 11 a.m. At GMU Center 

for the Arts, Fairfax. Back by popular de-
mand, Laurie Berkner and her band perform 
a concert event for the whole family. Trick or 
treat yourself by wearing your costume for 

this performance of some Halloween songs 
as well as classics from the Laurie Berkner 
Greatest Hits album. 

SATURDAY/OCT. 18
Health Fair. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. At Carlin Springs 

Elementary School, 5995 5th Rd. S, Arling-
ton. Sponsored by The Virginia Hospital Cen-
ter and the Kiwanis Club. Contact bbertram@
vhchealth.org.
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When Results Matter!
CALL ME TODAY!

703-674-8292
Sales@GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

Buy with Confidence,
Sell with Success 758 Walker Road Suite E, Great Falls VA 22066

 703-759-9190 • GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

Dianne Van Volkenburg donates a portion of each sale to the Great Falls Community and Embry Rucker Community Shelter

YOUR
HOME’S
VALUE

Work with the #1 Realtor

Great Falls Great Homes ®

Great Falls    $1,230,000Great Falls    $2,775,000Great Falls    $1,250,000

CLOSED
CLOSED

CLOSED

McLean    $2,999,999 Great Falls    $2,015,000Great Falls    $2,000,000

CLOSED
CLOSED

CLOSED

Closed 8 Homes in August 
Let Yours Be Next!
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The governor of Virginia is the state’s chief executive, responsible for enforcing laws, overseeing state agencies and 
proposing a budget. The governor can sign or veto legislation passed by the General Assembly, appoint judges and key 
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Virginia’s minimum wage is already set to rise to $12.77 on 
January 1, 2026, and I support those responsible, inflation-based 
adjustments because they help workers while giving small businesses 
the ability to plan ahead. But I do not support rushing to $15 or high-
er just because that’s what California did. We’ve all seen the results 
there, higher prices, fewer entry-level opportunities, and businesses 
cutting hours or closing altogether. That is not the future I want for 
Virginia. 

I believe the real way to raise wages is by raising value. That’s 
why, as lieutenant governor, I fought to raise salaries for teachers and 
support staff, and it’s why I’ll keep focusing on creating better-paying 
jobs through economic growth, career training, and workforce devel-
opment. Mandates and one-size-fits-all policies hurt more than they 
help. Virginians deserve opportunity and prosperity, not California-
style economic damage. 

MINIMUM WAGE 

Virginia’s minimum wage is 
set to rise to $12.77 on January 
1, 2026. Do you support further 
increasing the minimum wage 
to $15 or higher? If so, what 
timeline would you propose, 
and how would you ensure the 
increase balances the needs of 
workers and small businesses? 

As I travel across Virginia, I hear from families who have to 
choose between paying rent, keeping the lights on, or putting food 
on the table. Every Virginian who works full time deserves the 
opportunity to save for their futures and their children’s futures. As 
bills increase and Virginians are forced to spend more of their pay 
to keep up, working families need stronger wages to make ends 
meet — and I will sign into law legislation to finally raise Virginia’s 
minimum wage to $15 per hour. As we see attacks on Virginia’s 
workforce and economy, it’s an important step forward to ensure 
that Virginians who are working hard in every corner of our common-
wealth can get a pay raise and keep up with increasing costs.

HOUSING 
AFFORDABILITY 

With the median home price 
in Virginia at $443,000 and 
median rent at $1,700, housing 
affordability remains a growing 
concern. What specific policies 
would you support to lower 
housing costs and increase the 
availability of affordable hous-
ing across Virginia? 

The cost and supply of housing is a top concern for Virginia fam-
ilies, seniors, and veterans as I travel across the commonwealth. 
Virginia deserves a governor who is focused on lowering costs and 
giving families more breathing room, which is why I rolled out my 
Affordable Virginia Plan earlier this year to build more affordable 
housing, work with localities to respond to Virginia’s unique regional 
housing challenges, and reduce burdensome regulations that drive 
up the cost of housing and slow down production. As the next gov-
ernor of Virginia, I will help direct investments towards housing that 
families can afford — from incentives for new construction of starter 
homes to increasing funding for the Virginia Housing Trust Fund. 
I want to make Virginia the nationwide leader in addressing the 
housing affordability crisis and make sure more Virginians—including 
first-time homebuyers—can afford to make our commonwealth their 
home.

Virginians are right to be worried about housing affordability. With 
the median home price over $440,000 and rent climbing every month, 
families across the commonwealth feel squeezed. Abigail Spanberger 
claims she will incentivize new construction and protect affordable 
housing, but her record in Congress tells a very different story. 

She supported Biden’s Build Back Better Act, the basis for the 
Inflation Reduction Act, which the National Association of Home 
Builders opposed because it piled on new housing code mandates, 
radical climate goals, and wage requirements that drive up costs. That 
same law added countless energy mandates, worsening Virginia’s 
cost-of-energy crisis and limiting the land available for construction. 
Spanberger also voted for the PRO Act, which would have gutted 
Virginia’s right-to-work law and imposed restrictions that hurt builders, 
realtors, and contractors. 

While she talks about protecting affordable housing, she ignores 
naturally occurring affordable units and instead backs government 
programs and regulations that risk raising prices and shrinking supply. By the NAHB’s 
estimate, regulations already account for about 24 percent of housing costs—and 
Spanberger voted to make them higher. 

On top of that, she supports raising the minimum wage to $15, a policy that would 
cripple construction, and she wants to create yet another interagency housing council, 
adding bureaucracy instead of solutions. 

The bottom line is simple: Spanberger’s record makes housing less affordable. 
Virginians deserve a governor who cuts red tape, supports right-to-work, lowers energy 
costs, and unleashes construction. The only way we fix the housing crisis is to build, 
build, build. 

REPUBLICAN DEMOCRAT
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IMMIGRATION and 
NATIONAL GUARD

Would you support the fed-
eral government deploying the 
Virginia National Guard to 
enforce federal immigration 
policy within the state? Why or 
why not, and under what cir-
cumstances, if any, would you 
consider such cooperation ap-
propriate?

DATA CENTERS and 
STATE REGULATION

Virginia is home to over 
600 data centers and handles 
a large portion of the world’s 
internet and cloud computing 
services. What role should the 
commonwealth play in regu-
lating or setting policy around 
data center development, 
especially in terms of land 
use, energy consumption, and 
environmental impact?

I am a former federal law enforcement officer who worked narcot-
ics cases and CIA case officer who tracked cartels and transnational 
criminal organizations. Given this experience, I know the incredible 
value of varied agency coordination, but if making the decision today 
with the set of facts we see on the ground in Virginia, I would absolute-
ly not deploy the Virginia Guard to enforce federal immigration policy 
within our commonwealth. That task of detaining individuals on immi-
gration detainers should remain within the purview of federal immi-
gration agents, while the task of arresting those for whom an arrest 
warrant – for any variety of offenses – has been signed should fall to 
local, state, or federal agencies depending upon the charges. Notably, 
during my time in Congress, the Virginia Guard deployed to Texas on a 
border security support mission, and I supported that mission as the 
authorities and purpose of that mission were clear and appropriate 
given the guard’s training and statute.

I believe Virginia needs a clear statewide strategy on data centers 
that helps localities across every corner of Virginia make informed 
decisions about their best path forward. Virginia can benefit from 
having data centers here — but to reap those benefits, we need to 
make sure we are accounting and planning for the energy generation, 
water, and other resources needed to support them. We also need 
to make sure they aren’t driving up energy bills for everyone else. 
I rolled out my Affordable Virginia Plan to lower costs — including 
energy costs — and as Virginia’s next governor, my strategy will focus 
on bringing Virginians together to meet rising energy demand while 
accounting for local resource needs, driving down costs for ratepay-
ers, and supporting good-paying jobs in this sector.

As a Marine, I believe in law and order, and that means securing 
our borders and enforcing immigration laws. I would absolutely sup-
port cooperation with the federal government, including deploying the 
Virginia National Guard if necessary, to stop illegal immigration and 
protect Virginians. 

When Washington brings resources to the table, we should take 
advantage of them to strengthen enforcement and keep our com-
munities safe. If the mission is to stop illegal crossings, crack down 
on drug and human trafficking, and keep violent criminals out of our 
communities, then I will make sure Virginia is a partner. 

Protecting Virginians comes first, and I won’t hesitate to work with 
the federal government when it means enforcing the law and keeping 
our commonwealth safe. 

Virginia is the world’s leader in data centers, and that industry is 
critical to our economy, our tax base, and our jobs. At the same time, 
we have to recognize the unique challenges data centers bring in 
terms of land use, energy consumption, and environmental impact. 
I believe the commonwealth’s role is to set clear, consistent, and 
commonsense standards that balance economic growth with protect-
ing our communities. That means respecting local zoning decisions, 
ensuring infrastructure keeps pace with demand, and pursuing an 
all-of-the-above energy strategy so we can power this growth reliably 
and affordably.

 What I won’t support are heavy-handed mandates that drive 
investment out of Virginia or raise costs on families. As governor, I’ll 
make sure we keep Virginia competitive, attract cutting-edge indus-
tries like data centers, and do it in a way that safeguards our land, 
our resources, and our taxpayers. 

TEACHER PAY, 
RECRUITMENT and

RETENTION

Teacher shortages are a 
pressing issue in Virginia, 
where teacher pay remains 
below the national average 
despite a raise this year. What 
is your plan to improve teacher 
recruitment and retention, es-
pecially in high-need areas and 
subjects, and do you support 
another raise? How would you 
fund these initiatives and en-
sure long-term sustainability?

Every student in Virginia should have access to a world-class 
education. Like many states, Virginia faces challenges recruiting 
and retaining teachers, but Virginia can be a leader in addressing 
this challenge. My Strengthening Virginia Schools Plan will focus on 
increasing funding for teacher residency and apprenticeship pro-
grams, expanding the recruitment pool to include federal employees, 
teaching assistants, and servicemembers transitioning to civilian life 
and increasing pay for Virginia’s teachers to keep our best and bright-
est in the classroom. We also need to boost grow-your-own teacher 
preparation programs, which can help to strengthen the teacher 
pipeline in rural areas of the commonwealth, and improve career 
pathways for middle and high schoolers to enter the teaching pro-
fession through increased collaboration between K-12 schools and 
institutions of higher education. As governor, I look forward to working 
with the general assembly to give localities the option to raise funds 
for public school construction and renovation.

Virginia cannot have strong schools without strong teachers, and 
right now we’re losing too many of them to other states and other 
careers. I absolutely support building on the progress we’ve made 
with teacher raises, because pay has to be competitive if we want to 
recruit and keep the best educators. This is why we increased teach-
er pay by 18% across the board,  especially in high-need areas like 
math, science, and special education. 

But pay alone isn’t enough. We need to restore respect for the 
teaching profession, give teachers more support in the classroom, 
and make sure parents and administrators are partners, not adver-
saries. That means cutting red tape, improving discipline policies, and 
focusing resources where they have the most impact. To fund these 
initiatives, I will prioritize education in the state budget, cut wasteful 
spending, and grow Virginia’s economy so we can sustain higher sala-
ries long-term. 

Additionally, I am going to invest in early childhood education and 
ensure we attract and retain the very best early childhood educators 
as well. However, my plan is about more than just raising pay; it’s 
about creating an environment where teachers feel valued, support-
ed, and empowered to do the job they were called to do. 
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HEALTHCARE COSTS
and MEDICAID 

Healthcare costs continue 
to rise for many Virginians. As 
governor, how would you work 
to contain costs while ensuring 
access to quality care? Do you 
support continued protection 
and expansion of Medicaid in 
Virginia, and if so, how would 
you approach funding and 
implementation? 

Everywhere I go across the commonwealth, I hear from seniors, 
families, and Virginians who are worried about increasing healthcare 
and prescription drug costs. I know there are steps we can take right 
now to save Virginians money and prevent Virginians from falling into 
medical debt. In Congress, I helped lead the charge to give Medicare 
the power to negotiate for lower drug prices, capped the cost of 
insulin at $35 dollars for Medicare beneficiaries, and stood up to 
transnational pharmaceutical companies. Particularly in the wake of 
the passage of the disastrous “Big Beautiful Bill,” which my opponent 
has praised, we need to use every resource at the commonwealth’s 
disposal to protect Virginians’ access to healthcare they can afford. 
As governor, I intend to work with the general assembly to address 
shortfalls in Virginia’s budget and protect safety net providers, and 
work with our attorney general to defend critical programs Virginians 
rely on. Additionally, my Affordable Virginia Plan will focus on pre-
venting Virginians from falling into medical debt by cracking down on 

pharmacy benefit managers and stopping predatory billing practices. Virginia deserves 
a governor who is focused on lowering healthcare costs for Virginians.

Our administration has seen successes in healthcare, like our 
Right Help, Right Now initiative, which has tripled the number of crisis 
centers and distributed life-saving drugs. We’ve also increased cov-
erage to much-needed areas like OB-GYN and psychiatry. And we’re 
adding more doctors through common-sense programs like SB 995, 
which allows foreign-trained doctors to gain a Virginia license if they 
work at least two years in an underserved area. 

Additionally, fiscal responsibility is essential to keeping taxes low 
and making sure the state has enough money for our healthcare 
programs. So we should embrace a host of pro-business, pro-growth 
policies while also ensuring only those who really need social ser-
vices receive them. Those who are able-bodied and of-age should not 
receive taxpayer-funded healthcare coverage without even applying to 
work part-time, volunteer, or go to school.

I do want to see continued protection and expansion of Medicaid 
in Virginia, but under those stipulations. I will prioritize rural hospitals. 
I want to flip the conversation from one of closure to one of opportunity: How can we 
be an attractive place to start a hospital? Access to infrastructure, an abundance of 
doctors and other human capital, and a high quality of life are all essential to answer-
ing that question. 

In short: our efforts are already helping to keep down the cost of healthcare. I’ll 
continue in that common-sense vein as governor. I will also continue our administra-
tion’s fiscal sanity to keep all of our programs at peak efficiency and meet the needs 
of Virginians.

SCHOOL VOUCHERS 

What is your position on the 
use of public funds for private 
school vouchers in Virginia? 
Do you believe vouchers help 
or harm public education, 
and how would you address 
concerns around educational 
fairness and accountability? 

I believe every parent deserves the right to choose the best edu-
cation for their child, whether that’s a public school, a charter school, 
a private school, or homeschooling. Public funds should follow the 
student, not the system, because education is about children, not 
bureaucracy. 

School choice, including vouchers, gives families real options and 
hope for a better future. I do not believe this harms public education; 
in fact, competition pushes every school to do better. At the same 
time, I will continue to invest in our public schools, raise teacher pay, 
and hold all schools—public or private—accountable for results. 

Educational fairness means giving every child, regardless of zip 
code or family income, the opportunity to succeed. As governor, I will 
put parents in charge and ensure Virginia’s education system is built 
around students, not politics.

I do not support efforts to defund our public schools, and unfor-
tunately, my opponent has a decades-long track record of wanting 
to do just that. But as a mom of three daughters in Virginia public 
schools, I believe we need to focus on strengthening our schools and 
expanding opportunities for all students—especially at a time when 
Virginia ranks dead-last in the country in student math recovery. 
That includes making sure Virginia has an accountability system in 
place that provides clear insights into how our kids are progress-
ing and allows parents and teachers to use these insights to drive 
improvements that respond to the needs of Virginia students. My 
Strengthening Virginia Schools Plan will provide the commonwealth’s 
schools with the resources they need to prepare every student—
regardless of their zip code—for success and give parents more 
options within our public school system.
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FEDERAL INTERVENTION in PUBLIC 
UNIVERSITY GOVERNANCE

The Trump administration has recently 
delved into Virginia’s public university system, 
resulting in the resignation of UVA’s president 
under pressure and investigations into George 
Mason University’s diversity, equity and inclusion 
practices. As governor, would you welcome that 
type of federal involvement in matters typically 
handled by university boards? If not, what spe-
cific actions would you take to oppose it? Do you 
support changes to how universities are governed 
or their boards appointed to reduce political or 
external influence, and if so, what changes would 
you propose?

Virginia’s public universities are incredible assets to our 
communities and our economy, and should be recognized 
for their immense value. It has been sad to watch Governor 
Youngkin stand by as the Trump administration aggressive-
ly attacked the University of Virginia and now continues to 
do the same at George Mason University. These political 
games are an attack on academic freedom, Virginia’s 
institutions, and our economy. As governor, I will expect 
the members of our commonwealth’s boards of visitors to 
be uniquely focused on strengthening the individual uni-
versities they serve, and that the members of our boards 
demonstrate the fortitude necessary not to kowtow to any 
administration – whether it be in the Trump administration 
in Washington or mine in Richmond. As governor, I will 
ensure that all board appointees I select understand that 
they must demonstrate a standard of leadership that puts 
academic excellence, Virginia’s students, and the strength 
of Virginia’s public colleges and universities ahead of any 
political agenda.

Virginia’s universities should be first and foremost plac-
es of learning, not laboratories for DEI ideology. I applaud-
ed UVA’s decision to dissolve its DEI office because it was 
a win for merit, opportunity, and the American Dream. 
When institutions take federal funding, accountability natu-
rally follows. Taxpayers have a right to demand transparen-
cy and results. That’s not overreach, that’s responsibility. 

As governor, I will make sure our universities stay 
focused on academic excellence, fiscal responsibility, 
and preparing students for real careers. I also believe our 
boards of visitors must be reformed to reduce political 
gamesmanship and strengthen accountability to Virginians. 
My priority is simple: protect free speech, cut wasteful DEI 
bureaucracy, and ensure every dollar—state or federal—
goes toward real education, not politics.

 COST OF LIVING and 
ECONOMIC RELIEF 

With the rising cost of essen-
tials such as groceries, utilities, 
childcare, and transportation, 
many Virginians report difficul-
ty making ends meet—even 
with full-time employment. As 
governor, what specific policies 
would you propose to ease the 
cost-of-living burden for low- 
and middle-income residents? 
How would you ensure these 
efforts are targeted, sustain-
able, and effective across both 
urban and rural communities? 

As I’ve talked to families across Virginia, I hear from families who 
are working harder and harder, yet finding it more difficult to get 
by, which is why I’ve rolled out my Affordable Virginia Plan to lower 
healthcare, housing, and energy costs for Virginia families. As gover-
nor, I’ll lower prescription drug costs and protect access to affordable 
healthcare coverage. Additionally, I want Virginia to be the nationwide 
leader in addressing the housing affordability and supply crisis. And I 
want to see Virginia become more energy independent and become a 
global leader in developing the energy technologies of the future—all 
while saving Virginia consumers money along the way. At a time when 
Republicans in Washington—backed by Winsome Earle-Sears—are 
trying to make life more expensive for everyday Virginians, I want to 
work with both parties in Richmond to make sure every Virginian can 
afford to call the commonwealth their home.

Everywhere I go, Virginians tell me the same thing: it’s getting 
harder to make ends meet. Groceries, childcare, utilities, and trans-
portation are eating up more and more of family budgets, and too 
many hardworking people feel like they’re falling behind even with 
full-time jobs. 

As governor, I will tackle the cost-of-living crisis head-on. That 
means cutting taxes on essentials so families keep more of what they 
earn, reining in utility costs by pursuing an all-of-the-above energy 
strategy for affordable and reliable power, and expanding access to 
childcare through public-private partnerships that increase availability 
without driving up prices. I will also invest in better roads and transit 
options so Virginians spend less time and money getting to work. 

My focus will be on targeted, sustainable relief policies that work 
for both urban and rural communities, not one-size-fits-all mandates 
from Washington. At the end of the day, it comes down to common 
sense: lower costs, more opportunity, and a government that puts 
families first. 

VIRGINIA LOCAL NEWS PROJECT (VLNP)

The Virginia Local News Project is a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to sustaining, supporting and growing local 
news in every Virginia community. Founded by the Virginia 
Press Association in 2013, VLNP provides programs, and to 
help strengthen the digital capabilities of local news, train 
the next generation of journalists, protect press freedoms, 
and grow the public’s understanding of the value of local 
news.

VIRGINIA PRESS ASSOCIATION (VPA)
 
The Virginia Press Association is 

a nonprofit trade organization that 
represents print and online news outlets 
across the state. Founded in 1881, VPA 
supports local news through training, 
legal resources, advocacy, and recognition programs. The association’s mission is to 
strengthen the role of newspapers in their communities and highlight the importance 
of a free press in sustaining democracy.



TIE-BREAKING VOTES 
AND PRESIDING OVER 

THE SENATE

As lieutenant governor, 
you would be responsible for 
presiding over the Virginia 
Senate and may be called upon 
to cast tie-breaking votes on 
key legislation. How would you 
approach this role to ensure 
fairness, transparency, and the 
effective functioning of the 
Senate across party lines? What 
values or decision-making prin-
ciples would guide you when 
voting on highly contested or 
partisan issues?

As lieutenant governor, I will approach my responsibility to preside 
over the Senate with humility and fairness. My role is not to domi-
nate debate but to ensure the chamber functions smoothly, rules are 
respected, and every voice has a chance to be heard. When called 
upon to cast a tie-breaking vote, I will use a clear set of principles: 
fidelity to the Constitution, commitment to limited and accountable 
government, and putting the interests of Virginia families first.

Too often, partisan politics in Richmond lead to gridlock or 
heavy-handed solutions that make life harder for working people. I 
believe tie-breaking votes should not be cast based on party loyalty 
but on what best advances freedom, affordability, and opportunity 
for Virginians. For example, I would oppose measures that expand 
bureaucracy, raise taxes, or limit parental rights. At the same time, I 
would support policies that lower costs, strengthen public safety, and 
expand choice in education and health care.

My goal as presiding officer is to ensure transparency in how the 
Senate conducts its business. I will foster respect across party lines 
by encouraging open debate and refusing to use the gavel as a parti-
san weapon. Virginians expect their elected leaders to govern respon-
sibly. In the rare moments when my vote decides the outcome, I will 
honor that responsibility with the seriousness it deserves, guided by 
conservative, common-sense values, and a focus on the long-term 
well-being of our commonwealth.

I will approach the role of lieutenant governor (LG) with the same 
degree of attention and thought that I have brought to my legislative 
work over the past six years. As the tie-breaker in the Virginia Senate, 
the LG plays a crucial role, especially in a narrowly-divided Senate.

In addition to carefully reviewing all legislation that is under 
debate on the Senate Floor, I will engage with my Senate colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle, discuss legislation and policy proposals 
with a variety of stakeholders, research and analyze the issues, and 
base decisions on facts, data, and merit.

Over my two terms in the Senate, I have learned the vital impor-
tance of listening to the perspectives of different parties, compromis-
ing when possible, and being able to explain one’s own position to 
others. I will bring these same approaches to the role of lieutenant 
governor.
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EDUCATION POLICY: SCHOOL 
CHOICE and SOL REFORM

Virginia continues to debate the role 
of school choice and the effectiveness 
of the Standards of Learning (SOL) 
system. As lieutenant governor, what 
is your position on expanding school 
choice options such as charter schools 
and education savings accounts? Ad-
ditionally, would you support reforms 
to Virginia’s SOL assessments, and if 
so, what changes would you propose 
to improve educational outcomes and 
fairness across the commonwealth?

Every parent deserves the right to choose the best education 
for their child. That is why I support expanding charter schools, lab 
schools, and education savings accounts. These tools give fami-
lies real options and create competition that raises the bar across 
all schools. Parents—not politicians or bureaucrats—should be in 
the driver’s seat when it comes to their children’s education.

On SOL reform, it is time to move beyond a test-driven system 
that too often narrows learning. Assessments should measure 
mastery of skills and knowledge, not just test-taking ability. I 
would support reforms that reduce “teaching to the test,” incorpo-
rate career and technical readiness and give schools more flexibil-
ity in how they demonstrate student success. Our goal should be 
excellence, fairness, and preparation for the real world.

Education should prepare students for life—college, career, and 
citizenship—not just a multiple-choice exam. By expanding choice, 
respecting parents, and reforming outdated testing models, we 
can restore rigor, fairness, and opportunity to Virginia’s schools. 
Stronger schools mean stronger families, and that is the founda-
tion for a stronger commonwealth.

As a public educator for nearly three decades, as the Chair of 
the Senate Education and Health Committee, and as a mom of two 
daughters who attended our public schools, I am strongly opposed 
to school vouchers and privatizing public education. I have stood up 
to Governor Glenn Youngkin’s attempts to direct public school dol-
lars into private hands. My opponent, John Reid, supports Governor 
Youngkin’s school voucher agenda. Reid said [in January 2022] it 
was “time to just close the public schools,” and he wants to funnel 
taxpayer dollars into expensive private schools instead. A recent 
JLARC report found that Virginia public schools have faced severe 
underfunding to the tune of $6.6 billion.

For the last two sessions, I have led efforts in the general assem-
bly to prioritize funding our public schools, and we’ve been able to 
increase public education support by almost $3 billion. However, 
more needs to be done to strengthen Virginia’s education system, 
both K-12 and post-secondary opportunities. To ensure all chil-
dren in Virginia can enjoy quality education that prepares them for 
well-paying jobs or higher education, we must fully fund public edu-

cation and lower the costs of post-secondary credentials and college degrees.

FEDERAL INTERVENTION in PUBLIC 
UNIVERSITY GOVERNANCE

The Trump administration has recently delved into 
Virginia’s public university system, resulting in the 
resignation of UVA’s president under pressure and in-
vestigations into George Mason University’s diversity, 
equity and inclusion practices. As lieutenant governor, 
would you welcome that type of federal involvement 
in matters typically handled by university boards? If 
not, what specific actions would you take to oppose 
it? Do you support changes to how universities are 
governed or their boards appointed to reduce political 
or external influence, and if so, what changes would 
you propose?

The resignation of UVA President Jim Ryan is a deeply 
troubling escalation in the partisan attacks against higher edu-
cation, and it should alarm every Virginian who believes in aca-
demic freedom. As a lifelong educator and as a mom, I believe 
Virginia’s universities, both public and private, should remain 
dedicated to serving the people of the commonwealth with 
excellence and independence and not serve as playgrounds 
for partisan agendas.

Over the past few years, Governor Youngkin has replaced 
highly qualified and experienced board members with indi-
viduals whose top credentials appear to be ideological align-
ment and partisan loyalty. Many of the new appointees have 
expressed open hostility toward the initiatives and programs 
that support student learning and success. As Virginia’s next 
lieutenant governor I will continue fighting to protect opportuni-
ty and academic freedom across every corner of our common-
wealth.

I believe Virginia’s universities should be accountable 
first and foremost to Virginians—not to Washington, and not 
to outside political agendas. Federal micromanagement 
of our schools is not the answer. The best way to protect 
academic integrity is through transparency, accountability, 
and strong boards of visitors who reflect the diversity of 
Virginia’s communities and viewpoints. I support reforms to 
make these boards more balanced and less political, with a 
focus on student outcomes—graduation rates, affordability, 
and workforce readiness.

Universities should be centers of learning, not partisan 
battlegrounds. We need to protect free inquiry, encourage 
debate, and prepare the next generation to thrive. As lieu-
tenant governor, I will work to ensure higher education in 
Virginia is focused on opportunity, affordability, and excel-
lence—not ideology or outside interference.
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MINIMUM WAGE

Virginia’s minimum wage is 
scheduled to rise to $12.77 by 
January 2026. Do you support 
increasing it to $15 or higher? 
What timeline and economic 
factors would inform your 
position, especially regarding 
small business impact and cost 
of living?

Recent reports show that Virginia families are going into debt in 
order to put food on the table; prices are rising much faster than 
wages. With the rising costs of housing, childcare, health care, and 
basic needs, a basic living wage is essential. That’s why I support 
raising the minimum wage to at least $15 and establishing an align-
ment of wages with inflation and cost of living.

I have championed efforts to increase the minimum wage and 
supported legislation to eliminate minimum wage exemptions for 
domestic workers and farm workers. When workers are paid a living 
wage, those dollars go right back into the local economy, supporting 
small businesses, entrepreneurs, and communities.

Virginia families deserve rising paychecks and a stronger economy, 
but government mandates are not the best way to achieve that. A 
rapid push to $15 or higher sounds simple but risks hurting the very 
people we want to help. Small businesses—the backbone of our com-
munities—often operate on razor-thin margins. Forcing higher costs 
overnight can mean higher prices, fewer hours, or even layoffs. That 
does not help families; it makes things worse.

The better path is building an economy where wages rise because 
opportunity grows. I want to see small businesses flourish, expand, 
and compete for workers by paying more. That means cutting unnec-
essary regulations, reducing taxes, and making Virginia the best place 
to start and grow a business. It also means investing in workforce 
development and apprenticeships so Virginians have the skills that 
command higher pay in a free market.

 We also cannot ignore inflation. Families know that a bigger pay-
check does not mean much if groceries, gas, and rent keep climbing. Tackling inflation 
and the cost of living must be part of the conversation.

I do not support rushing to $15 or higher without considering the impact on small 
businesses and rural communities. Instead, I support policies that give every Virginian 
a chance to climb the ladder of opportunity—policies that make it easier to find work, 
keep work, and build a career that supports a family. That is how we achieve real, last-
ing prosperity.

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE and 
LGBTQ+ RIGHTS

While same-sex marriage is currently 
protected under federal law, recent court 
challenges and legislative proposals have raised 
concerns about the durability of those pro-
tections. As lieutenant governor, how would 
you approach legislation affecting the rights 
of LGBTQ+ Virginians, including marriage 
equality? If called to cast a tie-breaking vote on 
such issues, what principles would guide your 
decision?

We have a fundamental responsibility to ensure that this 
country’s ideals of justice, equality, and fairness are a real-
ity for all, including LGBTQ+ Virginians. After the disastrous 
Dobbs Supreme Court decision, Justice Clarence Thomas 
expressed interest in rolling back the legalization of same-
sex marriage. Virginia’s constitution currently does not 
protect same-sex marriage and leaves the rights of LGBTQ+ 
Virginians vulnerable to the whims of the conservative 
Supreme Court that has proven willing to take away free-
doms.

In the past general assembly session, I voted for a consti-
tutional amendment that would protect marriage equality. My 
opponent, John Reid, said he would have voted “no.” I am the 
candidate that can be trusted to guarantee Virginia enshrines 
marriage equality into our constitution, and I will fight for the 
right of every Virginian to marry the person they love.

Every Virginian deserves to be treated with dignity and 
respect. Marriage equality is protected under federal law, and I 
do not support efforts to overturn that. Families should never be 
caught in the crossfire of politics.

If I were called upon to cast a tie-breaking vote on issues 
affecting LGBTQ+ Virginians, my guiding principles would be 
fairness, individual liberty, and equal protection under the law. As 
a conservative, I believe in limited government. That means gov-
ernment should not intrude into private lives or relationships.

At the same time, I will stand firmly against measures that 
foster discrimination or divide our communities. My focus is on 
building a Virginia where every family can thrive, where opportu-
nity is open to all, and where the rights of individuals are respect-
ed. We may not always agree on every issue, but we can agree 
on treating each other with respect and ensuring that freedom 
and dignity are preserved for every Virginian.

HEALTHCARE
 and MEDICAID

How would you work to 
protect and improve health-
care access for Virginians, 
particularly those who rely on 
Medicaid? What role do you 
believe the state should play in 
addressing rising healthcare 
costs and protecting vulnerable 
populations?

Republicans in Washington have passed a bill, which my oppo-
nent supports, that will rip away health care coverage from 322,000 
Virginians and put rural hospitals at risk of closing. We have already 
begun to see the closure of clinics and hospitals in Southwest 
Virginia. These federal cuts to Medicaid will leave vulnerable 
Virginians without access to critical health care and will have ripple 
effects across our entire health care system.

Virginia needs new leaders who take these cuts seriously and act 
to ensure all Virginians have access to affordable and quality health 
care, including reproductive health care, safe and legal abortion, 
contraception, and low-cost prescription drugs. As the Chair of the 
Senate Education and Health Committee and as the Vice Chair of 
the Joint Commission on Health Care, I am fully aware of the looming 
crisis facing Virginia with the potential loss of Medicaid expansion, 
Congressional failure to reauthorize the Enhanced Premium Tax 
Credits, and the devastating effects these cuts will have, especially on 

our rural communities. That’s why, in 2025, I wrote the budget amendment to protect 
Medicaid in Virginia. I will be focused on responding to this crisis.

Healthcare in Virginia is too expensive, too complicated, and too 
limited in choice. Families worry about affording a new baby, seniors 
struggle with prescription costs, and small business owners cannot 
keep up with premiums. Politicians in Richmond have layered on red 
tape but have not fixed the problem.

I believe Medicaid must remain strong for the vulnerable who rely 
on it, but we also need to make the system more efficient and account-
able. Protecting Medicaid does not mean expanding bureaucracy—it 
means ensuring the program delivers care effectively without waste.

More broadly, we must tackle the root issue: rising costs. Virginians 
deserve price transparency so they know what procedures and medi-
cines cost before they walk into a hospital or pharmacy.

We need more competition—allowing insurance purchases across 
state lines and encouraging innovative models like telemedicine. And 
we should reduce mandates that drive up premiums and limit choices. 

The state’s role should be to empower patients, not bureaucrats. I 
want families to be in charge of their healthcare decisions, with real options that fit their 
needs. That means fostering competition, innovation, and transparency to bring down 
costs and expand access. My approach is rooted in conservative, common-sense prin-
ciples: protect the vulnerable, ensure efficiency, and trust Virginians to make the best 
choices for themselves and their families.
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HOUSING 
AFFORDABILITY

With home prices and rents 
outpacing income for many 
Virginians, what specific 
policies would you support to 
increase affordable housing 
availability and reduce barriers 
to homeownership across the 
commonwealth?

My husband and I arrived in Richmond in 1991 as a young new-
lywed couple. Our income was limited so we lived paycheck to pay-
check, severely restricted all discretionary spending, and frequently 
had $50 or less at the end of every month after paying our rent. 
These experiences have all served to make me attuned to the hard-
ships and insecurities that so many in our communities face because 
housing prices continue to go up.

All Virginians deserve housing that they can afford without having 
to sacrifice putting food on the table or paying for lifesaving medica-
tion. I will continue my work to find solutions that make housing more 
affordable, increase higher density housing development, support 
financial products that help first-time homebuyers, and decrease 
eviction rates. I was a leader in the general assembly in finding solu-
tions to ensure people can afford clean, safe and decent  housing, 
including my Faith in Housing Act to allow faith-based institutions and 
non-profits to build affordable housing on land they own.

The dream of homeownership should not be slipping further out of 
reach for Virginia families, yet rising prices and limited supply are mak-
ing it harder than ever for young people and working families to buy a 
home. The answer is not more bureaucracy from Richmond, but smart 
policies that expand supply, lower costs, and respect local needs.

First, I support a first-time homebuyer tax credit of up to $25,000 to 
help families build equity rather than being stuck renting forever. That 
kind of targeted relief empowers working- and middle-class Virginians 
without inflating the market further. Second, I believe in local flexibili-
ty—not a one-size-fits-all housing mandate from the state. Counties and 
cities should be able to use tools like bonding authority to build hous-
ing options that fit their communities’ character and needs.

We must also tackle red tape. Excessive permitting, zoning restric-
tions, and outdated state regulations add unnecessary costs to new 
housing. By streamlining processes and encouraging innovation, 
we can create more affordable options. Partnerships with community colleges, trade 
schools, and the private sector can also help train more builders and contractors to meet 
demand.

Finally, expanding pathways to affordable rentals while protecting property rights will 
ensure stability for those not yet ready to buy. Housing is about more than shelter—it is 
about families putting down roots and communities thriving. My approach is focused on 
empowering localities, cutting costs and giving every Virginian a fair shot at the American 
dream of homeownership.

LEADERSHIP WITHOUT A 
LEGISLATIVE VOTE

The lieutenant governor 
doesn’t sponsor legislation 
or serve as a voting member 
except in ties. How would you 
use the platform and visibility 
of the office to influence policy, 
elevate underrepresented is-
sues, or convene stakeholders 
across Virginia?

As the Chair of the Senate Education and Health Committee, Vice 
Chair of the Joint Commission on Health Care, member of the Virginia 
Housing Commission, as well as numerous other commissions and 
boards, I have built the critical relationships across state agencies 
and developed policy insights that will help me to serve as a strong, 
capable, and effective leader in Virginia’s next administration. I will 
use my platform to address the most pressing issues facing Virginia, 
including fully funding public education to put every student on the 
path to success, ensuring every Virginian has access to affordable 
health care, and bringing down costs on everything from housing to 
child care to make life more affordable in Virginia.

The lieutenant governor’s office is unique in that it carries influ-
ence without a direct legislative agenda. I see that as an opportunity 
to use the visibility of the office to lift up voices too often ignored in 
Richmond—working families struggling with high costs, parents seek-
ing better schools for their kids, small business owners weighed down 
by red tape, and communities left behind by one-size-fits-all policies.

I intend to be a convener, not just a presider. That means bringing 
together stakeholders from across the commonwealth—local leaders, 
entrepreneurs, educators, health providers, law enforcement, and 
faith communities—to find solutions rooted in real-world experience, 
not ideology. For example, I will use the platform of the office to high-
light workforce and childcare challenges, expand conversations on 
affordable housing, and ensure veterans and first- responders get the 
support they deserve.

Because I do not carry a voting card in the Senate, I have the 
freedom to build bridges and elevate issues without being tied down 
to partisan maneuvering. That also means holding Richmond accountable when it for-
gets that its purpose is to serve the people, not itself.

I believe the lieutenant governor should be the voice that cuts through bureaucra-
cy and red tape. By traveling the commonwealth, listening, and shining a spotlight on 
practical solutions, I can help shape the debate in a way that benefits all Virginians. 
My goal is to use this office to champion freedom, opportunity, and fairness—not to 
grow government, but to ensure it works for the people it serves.

The attorney general of Virginia is the state’s chief legal officer, responsible for 
providing legal advice to the governor and executive agencies, representing the state in 
court and defending the constitutionality of state laws. The office also handles consumer 
protection, public safety and other legal matters affecting Virginians. The $150,000 per 
year salary was set in 2006. The attorney general serves a four-year term. 

THE ISSUES



ABORTION and STATE vs. 
FEDERAL LAW

If federal restrictions are imposed on 
abortion medications like Mifepristone, 
would you defend Virginians’ access under 
existing state law, or would you support en-
forcing the federal limits within Virginia?

JONES: I will always defend Virginians’ 
abortion rights under state law, and I look 
forward to protecting those rights in our 
Constitution in November. Virginia women 
deserve the right to make their own health-
care decisions, and as attorney general, 
I will use every tool available to defend 
these rights against federal attacks and 
ensure every Virginian can make personal 
healthcare decisions free from political 
interference. 

As a delegate, I eliminated unneces-
sary barriers to abortion and safeguard-
ed Virginians’ right to birth control. I 
also served on the board of the Virginia 
League of Planned Parenthood to pro-
tect those rights and ensure women had 
access to critical preventive services, 
including breast cancer screenings. 

By contrast, my opponent has an 
extreme anti-abortion record: urging the 
Supreme Court to overturn Roe v. Wade, 
endorsing an abortion ban, voting repeat-
edly against Virginia’s Reproductive Health 
Protection Act, aligning with anti-abortion 
extremists, and attempting to defund 
Planned Parenthood – the same agenda 
now being carried out under the Trump 
administration.

MIYARES: No response.

USE of NATIONAL GUARD in 
IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT

Would you support the federal govern-
ment’s use of the Virginia National Guard 
to enforce immigration policies in the 
commonwealth? What legal standards or 
precedents would guide your decision?

JONES: This is federal overreach by 
Donald Trump to distract voters from ris-
ing prices and his disastrous economy. 
Fighting crime is critically important, but 
you make communities safer by doing 
the hard work over the long run: building 
strong law enforcement departments, 
supporting officers with good training, and 
building ties with local communities – not 
by grabbing headlines. As attorney gener-

PROTECTING PUBLIC OFFICIALS 
from THREATS

What role should Virginia’s attorney 
general play in preventing and responding 
to violent threats against school boards, 
election officials, and other local public ser-
vants? How would your office coordinate 
with local law enforcement in such cases?

The attorney general of Virginia is the state’s chief legal officer, 
responsible for providing legal advice to the governor and exec-
utive agencies, representing the state in court and defending the 
constitutionality of state laws. The office also handles consumer 
protection, public safety and other legal matters affecting Virgin-
ians. The $150,000 per year salary was set in 2006. The attorney 
general serves a four-year term. 

Answers to each of the questions below 
were provided by the Jay Jones campaign.

JONES: As attorney general, my office 
will send a very clear message that vio-
lence and hate-driven acts will not be 
tolerated in our commonwealth and that 
if you engage in violence, you will be held 
accountable. I will work closely with the 
Virginia State Police and local law enforce-
ment to ensure Virginians are protected as 
threats arise.

MIYARES: No response.

al, I’ll absolutely work with partners in the 
District of Columbia and Maryland to fight 
crime over the long term in our region, 
and I will ensure our National Guard is 
ready to support us in emergency situa-
tions as intended.

MIYARES: No response.

CONSUMER PROTECTION and 
ONLINE SCAMS

With online scams, identity theft, and 
deceptive business practices on the rise, 
what specific tools or strategies would you 
use as attorney general to protect Virgin-
ia consumers, particularly seniors and 
vulnerable populations?

JONES: As an assistant attorney gen-
eral in the Office of Consumer Protection, 
I fought to prevent higher grocery prices 
by working to block the Albertsons-Kroger 
merger and took on corporations unfairly 
raising prices. As Virginia’s next attorney 
general, I’ll bolster the Office of Consumer 
Protection and fight back against corporate 
landlords, predatory lenders, scams, and 
corporate fraud on behalf of consumers. 
I’ll do this by cracking down on illegal price 
fixing and discrimination in the housing 
process, holding companies accountable 
for illegally deceiving Virginians with junk 
fees and deceptive pricing, and helping 
Virginians navigate complex healthcare bill-
ing schemes so they can fight back against 
insurance companies.

By contrast, Jason Miyares has done 
little to stand up for Virginia’s consumers. 

Time and again, he’s sided with special 
interests instead of Virginia families, 
whether it’s letting utility companies hike 
up electricity bills, letting corporate land-
lords off the hook, or failing to protect peo-
ple from predatory lenders.

MIYARES: No response.

PARTISANSHIP and the AG’S OFFICE

The attorney general serves as the com-
monwealth’s top legal officer. How would 
you maintain the office’s independence 
and impartiality in politically sensitive 
cases, especially when they involve state 
agencies or the actions of elected officials?

JONES: As Virginia’s next attorney 
general, the only client that I will ever 
be beholden to is the people of Virginia. 
Unlike Jason Miyares, I’ll make decisions 
based on the laws and the facts, not on 
political pressure or personal relationships. 
That means if a state agency or elected 
official violates the law or infringes on 
Virginians’ rights, I won’t hesitate to hold 
them accountable, regardless of their posi-
tion or party. And I’ll never back down and 
follow orders from Washington politicians, 
no matter which party is in power.

MIYARES: No response.

GUN VIOLENCE and PUBLIC SAFETY

What is your position on enforcing 
and defending existing gun safety laws in 
Virginia? Are there specific public safety 
initiatives or legal tools you would priori-
tize to address gun violence in communi-
ties across the state?

JONES: Guns are the leading cause of 
death for Virginia kids, and as attorney 
general, I will not stand for it. As a del-
egate, I expanded background checks, 
passed a law holding people account-
able who allow children to access loaded 
guns, and got guns out of the hands of 
domestic abusers – all measures that 
Jason Miyares voted against. And as 
an assistant attorney general, I put the 
nation’s largest ghost gun manufacturers 
out of business. 

As attorney general, I’ll work closely 
with local law enforcement and common-
wealth’s attorneys’ offices, making sure 
they have access to the most up-to-date 
technologies to trace gun crimes and pros-
ecute bad actors, and increase interagency 

cooperation with regional partners. I’ll 
crack down on unscrupulous gun dealers 
who are not following the law—unlike my 
opponent, who has spent his administra-
tion catering to his gun lobby endorsers 
and refusing to hold bad gun dealers 
accountable. To target the root causes of 
gun violence, I’ll expand violence inter-
ruption programs, including placing more 
anti-violence coordinators on the ground. 
Finally, I’ll hold gun manufacturers who cre-
ated the gun violence epidemic account-
able for stopping it, like cutting off the flow 
of illegal guns and using settlements to 
fund violence interruption and gun safety 
programs.

MIYARES: No response.

CIVIL RIGHTS and 
DISCRIMINATION

How would you use the attorney 
general’s office to protect civil rights and 
combat discrimination in Virginia, includ-
ing in areas such as housing, employment, 
policing, and voting access?

     JONES: We must ensure every 
Virginian is protected in their civil rights 
and civil liberties every single day. That’s 
why one of my top priorities as attorney 
general is expanding the Civil Rights 
Division, including broadening its authority 
to combat predatory practices in hous-
ing and employment to lower costs for 
Virginians.

I’ll crack down on housing discrimi-
nation by holding lenders and landlords 
accountable for preying on Virginia renters. 
As a former member of AFGE 1403, I’ll 
strengthen enforcement against workplace 
discrimination and wage theft, so that 
every Virginian has a fair shot at earning 
a decent living without fear of retaliation 
or bias. And as I did with the NAACP, I’ll 
protect the right to vote by fighting back 
against suppression tactics and defending 
the ballot box so every voice in Virginia is 
heard.

Our current attorney general, Jason 
Miyares, has turned a blind eye to these 
abuses. He’s left Virginians unprotected 
from predatory landlords, ignored discrimi-
nation in the workplace, and done nothing 
to ensure fair treatment in our justice sys-
tem. As attorney general, I’ll make sure this 
office stands up for all Virginians and deliv-
ers real protections, every single day.

MIYARES: No response.

The Miyares campaign declined to provide 
answers for the VPA/VLNP Voter Guide.
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